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Introduction

The letters printed here are the first reports from Korea

of the Rev. Samuel Austin Moffett, one of the pioneer

Protestants in that country, to his mission board, the

Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions in New York

City. As such they are a valuable contemporary record of

the early attitudes, strategy and goals of one of the

most effective missions in east Asia.

The originals were kept for years in the archives of

the Board but were microfilmed along with a wide selec-

tion of documents dating to before 1910, and then unfor-

tunately destroyed. These particular letters are on Reel

179, MF 10, F761. The microfilm records of the Board

of Foreign Missions are now deposited in the library of

the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.

The Rev. S. A. Moffett was born in Madison, Indiana,

on January 25, 1864. He graduated from Hanover College,

Hanover, Indiana (A.B. 1884; M.S. 1885; D.D. 1901) and

from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago in 1888.

Appointed a missionary to Korea by the Presbyterian

Church, U.S.A. (the Northern Presbyterian Church, as it

was often called) on April 15, 1889, he sailed from San

Francisco on December 16, 1889 and landed at Chemulpo,
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the sea-port of Seoul, on his twenty-sixth birthday, Janu-

ary 25, 1890. This was five and a half years after the

arrival of the first resident Protestant missionary in Korea,

Dr. Horace Allen, M.D.

In his forty-six years in Korea, S.A. Moffett opened up

north Korea to missionary residence in 1892 and 1893,

founded the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Korea

in 1901 and became the first moderator of Presbytery of

the Presbyterian Church in Korea. He was also the mod-

erator of the 8th General Assembly in 1919 and served

as president of Union Christian College (Soongsil, now

Soongjun University) from 1918 to 1928. He was forced

out of Korea by the Japanese in 1936, and died in Mon-

rovia, California, on October 24, 1939.

These letters were transcribed for publication in the

magazine of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of

Korea, Church and Theology (Kyohwei wa Sinhak), for

1975.

It may be helpful to add a word of explanation about

persons and places mentioned in the letters. There were

eight Northern Presbyterian missionaries in the Korea

Mission when Moffett arrived. Dr. and Mrs. Horace Allen,

M.D., had come in 1884 as the first resident Protestant

missionaries in Korea. Rev. Horace G. Underwood arrived

in 1885, the first Presbyterian clergyman. Dr. and Mrs.

J. W. Heron, M.D. also came in 18851 Dr. Lillias Horton
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(soon to be Mrs. Underwood), Miss Mary Hayden (later

Mrs. Gifford), and the Rev. D. L. Gifford all came in

1888, as did James S. Gale, a Canadian who later joined

the mission.

Orthography of Korean place names was as much a pro-

blem then as now. Most confusing, perhaps, is Moffett’s

spelling of Hpyeng Yang or Ping An for what is now

usually written as Pyongyang. But the things he has to say

in these letters (which were not written for publication)

about evangelism as a missionary priority, for example, or

about missions and politics, inter-missionary relations, and

the decision-making process in the precedent-making pio-

neering days of an unusually successful Protestant mission,

are as interesting today as his first impressions of liorea as

a foreigner eighty-five years ago.

Samuel Hugh Moffett

Seoul, September, 1975
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1. Jan. 28, 1890. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

After a very pleasant voyage, Miss Doty and I arrived here safely

Saturday night. We arrived in Yokohama just after the steamer for

Korea had left and consequently were in Japan for two weeks. I am

very glad of the delay as it gave me an opportunity to see something

of the work in Japan and also to get pretty well acquainted with

Mr. and Mrs. Underwood who as you know are temporarily in

Yokohama.

The missionaries in Japan greeted us very cordially and I had the

pleasure of visiting the Meiji Gakuin and Graham Seminary in

Tokyo, the Doshisha and Doshisha Girls’ School in Kioto and Sturges*

seminary and the Boys’ School in Nagaski. Was also greatly benefi-

ted by conversations with the missionaries and shall always be glad

that I had the two weeks survey of the work in Japan.

After a two days rest I am now temporarily settled with Mr.

Gifford and ready for study. Took my first lesson in the language

this morning and hope to continue patiently until I can make use of

it. My first impression here is that the Koreans very greatly need

the Gospel and I trust and pray I may be prepared to help give it

to them

Sincerely yours in the work

Samuel A. Moffett

2. March 18, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

When I saw you in New York you asked me to write to you soon
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after I arrived on the field, giving an account of my first impressions.

1 have been here less than two months yet have received a great many

impresssions, but they are of course the result of a very superficial

survey of the people and country, the Misson and its work. These

impressions lead to conclusions subject to very sudden changes

according as the impressions are modified by enlarged knowledge

and experience. However I shall write you very fully and frankly

for 1 suppose you want to know just how things appear to one

arriving upon the field.

Knowing as you do the troublous times which have afflicted this

Mission you will know that I cannot give my impressions without

seeming to criticize the actions of either or both of the conflicting

factions in any critical spirit.

I had the good fortune to meet Mr. and Mrs. Underwood in

Japan and during the two weeks spent there had opportunities to

discuss pretty fully the condition past and present, and the future

prospects of the work in Korea.

Arriving here my first impression, deepened as time goes by, was

that the people show an utter lack of positive happiness. They

seem to have a look of settled submission to an unsatisfying life.

The first happy face which I saw was that of our native evangelist

and to me the contrast was a very marked one and impressed me

very strongly. I do not see how the first impression can be aught

else than that the people do greatly need the gospel.

With this as an inspiration I settled down to attack the language

and to gain as soon as possible an idea of the condition of the

Mission affairs. The language is difficult; but it seems to me that

in three years one should be able to use it quite effectively, but to
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<3o so in less than two years will be very exceptional.

To obtain an idea of the work of the Mission and its condition

is rather difficult. Mr. Underwood is in Japan and almost all of

the evangelistic work and the school work has been managed by

him. Dr. Heron has his hands more than full; besides a full quota

of professional work he has almost all the business affairs of the

Mission to superintend, and in consequence is overworked. In Mr.

U s absence every one goes to Dr. Heron and he is consulted on so

many subjects that I do not wonder that some things have been

allowed to drift.

It does seem to me that too much work, or rather too many kinds

of work, have been begun at the same time, and being started have

grown faster than they could be well managed. Mr. U is our only

minister who knows the language. He has translation to attend to

and his dictionary to publish, and while attending to that in Japan

there is no one to oversee the work of the colporteurs in the various

provinces; the orphanage must be left to get along as best it may

under the care of those who know little of Mr. U’s plans with

reference to it; candidates for baptism can not be examined and must

wait; the evangelistic work must be conducted with very little intelli-

gent supervision on the part of the mission; and finally our new

school building must lie idle with little prospect of opening it for

some time on account of lack of force to man it. We cannot enlarge

the work (though opportunity offers) for we can hardly manage the

work already begun.

Mr. Gifford has had but one year’s study on the language. He

has the Treasurer’s work to attend to, an hour’s teaching in the

orphanage and an approaching wedding to look after. I am working
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at the language and have temporarily taken charge of the orphanage

which I believe can be made one of our most efficient means of

raising up native workers impressed from their early years with

Christian ideas.

We should be sadly handicapped for lack of experienced workers

were it not for the presence of Mr. Davies of the Victoria Pres.

Church who for many years was a school-master in Australia and

for 18 months a missionary in India. He has been here but six months

and of course knows but little of the language.

There is plenty of work to be done and opportunities to do it are

abundant and no one here questions that. The people very freely visit

us and listen earnestly to the gospel. So far as I have learned, our

colporteurs find them eager to secure books and tracts. The women

especially seem to be ready to he taught. Mrs. Heron has a class of

20 or 30 women at her house every Sunday night. She gives them a

gospel talk illustrated by means of a magic lantern. Martha, a native

Christian, under direction of Misses Hayden and Davies, teaches a

class of women at her house once a week, teaching them the Bible

and Catechism. Thus quietly is the seed being sown and we can do

all the work of this kind that we have time for, and we shall thus

prepare a harvest to be reaped just as soon as we are allowed to

carry on our work openly, without opposition either real or nominal.

I know that two conflicting views have been held in the Mission.

I am not 'on the fence’ as between these views, but I believe the

'middle ground’ is the safe plane to occupy, for while there is abun-

dant work for us to do, yet aggressive, earnest work can be done

quietly. There are at present no signs of opposition to our work, but

our position here is not assured, and the present King is not secure
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on his throne, and a revolution might bring into power the mar,who 20 years ago had 20,000 Christians put to death.
I have another impression which I do not believe will change-viz.

We need more yen. It takes at least two years to acquire the lan-
guage. There is work enough now for a dozen men. Two years-

from now when those who come shall have acquired the language

new stations will probably be opened. Ping An will probably be made
an open port and it is the capital of the province where most of our

colporteurs’ work has been done, and all here feel we must have
a station there as soon as it is opened.

Within a half day’s journey from Seoul there are probably 200-

villages and had we workers with a knowledge of the language I

see no reason why we might not have in each village a class under

quiet private instruction who would form the nucleuses of churches,

when we are allowed full liberty.

I pray that in the apportionment of new missionaries this summer
Korea may receive more than one or two. I have just heard from

Rev. W.M. Baird now at Del Norte, Colo, saying that he hopes

to be able to carry out his desire to preach to the heathen and that

he expects to be ready for the work next fall. He is my most

intimate friend, and we were together in College and Seminary for

8 years. We have hoped that we might work together and so I plead

that he be sent to Korea.

I desire further to say just this, that since coming here my
strongest feeling has been one of constant gratitude to God that he

has led me into this work in Korea. I believe there are great possi-

bilities before this country. The people are intelligent & attractive

and when once relived from official extortion and from the idea that
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labor is dishonorable, will develope into a strong people.

I hope to give myself wholly to the work, and shall strive for

harmony in all the affairs of the Mission, trusting and believing

that we shall be used of God in the moral and spiritual regeneration

of the people. As we remember the Board in our prayers asking

that you may be guided by the Spirit, so we know that you remem-

ber us.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. The New Manual of the Board has been received. We read

and discussed it at our mission meeting last week.

3. July 22, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Have just heard of a special steamer leaving for America and

hasten to drop you a few lines to let you know of the serious illness

of Dr. Heron. Two weeks ago he was taken with dysentery which

has now developed into abscess of the liver. He was so run down by

overwork that he was in no condition to stand the attack and while

we are doing all that can be done and he has the constant attendance

•of the two doctors of the Meth. Mission and as careful nursing as

we can give him, we all feel that the result is altogether with Him

who 'doeth all things well’. We are hoping and praying for his

recovery but the result is very uncertain. Please do not tell Mrs.

Heron (the Doctor's mother) of this until she hears from Mrs. Heron

(the Doctor’s wife). The latter is bravely enduring the severe trial

and I think has reached the position of submission to His will.

Further information will be sent next week by regular mail.

Hastily and Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett
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4. July 24, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Your letters to me dated May 9th and to the Mission dated May

10th and June 20th have been received. I wrote you very hurriedly

a few days ago concerning the serious illness of Dr. Heron. For

two weeks we have all done nothing but to give ourselves unreserv-

edly to his care, hoping, trusting and praying that it might be

the Lord s will to spare him. Night before last and again yesterday

evening the doctors said there was no hope and we were expecting

him to leave us at any moment. However we did not cease to do

what could be done and last night there was a slight change so that

today our hopes have risen a little. We all (including Mrs. Heron)

feel that he is in the Lord’s hand and there we rest the question as

to whether he shall be spared or taken from us. Should he be taken

the blow will be a severe one for it will come just when it seems

that we need him most, just when we were getting the work of the

mission in a satisfactory condition. For some little while we have

been acting in the greatest harmony and a better spirit, a more

spiritual tone has pervaded all our work. We have all felt that we

were ready for systematic, conservative, aggressive work and were

laying our plans accordingly. As you know Mr. Underwood made

some concessions in his mode of work and Dr. Heron no longer

seeing the necessity for applying the brakes had given free expres-

sion to his desire to push the evangelistic work. For some time the

doctor has been quite restive under his restrictions in the government

hospital and was planning for work which he could give a more
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evangelistic turn. I still trust that the Lord will give him the

opportunity to carry out these plans for his place will be a hard

one to fill. He has been pre-eminently successful as a physician and

surgeon not only with Koreans but also with the foreigners having

practically held all the foreign practice. The suggestion that he

was losing that practice arose merely from the fact that the English

legation notified him in advance that when the S. P. G. missionary

doctor arrived, their contract would probably not be renewed.

I fear too that his removal might mean the return of Mrs. Heron

and we should feel her loss as keenly as that of the Doctor. Their

home has been the home of all the new missionaries and almost all

have boarded with them. This last year her health has greatly

improved, and she has been doing a very important work amongst

the women so that we will be sadly crippled if we lose her too

The Mission has informally requested me to act as Secretary

during the doctor’s illness and to write you concerning the May and

June meetings.

First—At the May meeting upon the request of the Bible Society

Mr. Underwood was given permission to devote special time to trans-

lation and the Board is asked to appropriate $ 4. 00 per month for

assistance in translation work and $ 6. 00 per month for an additional

personal teacher. (Mr. Underwood’s teacher s time is now all occu-

pied and his wife can no longer use him for her teacher).

Second—At the meeting June 30, Mr. Underwood reported on the

publication of the Korean Manual and stated that a full report had

been sent to the Board.

Third-The Mission unanimously voted to ask permission from the

BDard to sell to the S. P. G. mission a piece of property adjoining
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(Japanese money). Concerning this request I would say that the

property was purchased with a view to building thereon a Girls’

School and when Miss Hayden arrived a small Korean thatched

house on it was occupied by her for a few months. After a trial she

considered it an undesirable location for the school as it was isolated

from all other mission property and was not free from danger.

The school was transferred to the house formerly occupied by Dr.

Allen which upon Miss Doty’s arrival was altered at little expense

so that it will accomodate from 30 to 50 girls. The property in

question is not well situated for a residence for our mission (even

though we needed another residence here and we do not) but in

connection with two adjoning pieces of property will make a good

site for the S. P. G. Mission. They desire to purchase and the

Mission desires to sell (at a price which will cause no loss to us)

as we see no reason for keeping it now that better arrangements

have been made for the Girls’ School.

The property cost originally $649 and was repaired with wall,

gate, roof, etc. to extent of $ 304. 62, making in all $ 953. 62 or

$710.45 Gold. We will try to get the full amount for it but ask to

sell for $900 if necessary. The question has been before us for

several months but we awaited Mr. Underwood’s return from Japan

in order that we might send a unanimous request.

Fourth—The mission asks for an appropriation of $ 167. 50 for

the purpose of purchasing a small thatched house at the corner

of the mission property and to build a wall and gate in its

place. Concerning this the house is located in the corner of Mr.

Underwood’s compound and immediately opposite the orphanage gate.



16

It is used as a wine shop and is a standing temptation to all our

house and orphanage servants and being a resort for Koreans IS also

a filthy nuisance. It is immediately adjoining the stables in Mr. U s

compound. If purchased it gives us the opportunity to build a gate

to the stables from the road thus shutting them off from h.s com-

pound & closing a gate which at present makes his compound a

thoroughfare. The appropriation is asked upon an estimated cost.

At the June meeting a committee was appointed to examine

.

Mr.

Underwood’s translation of the Westminster Catechism and if desirable

have it published. A committee was appointed to report a set of

by-laws for the Mission and the question of a systematic adjustment

of the orphanage finances was referred to this committee.

Your letter of May 10th raises the question as to the location of

Dr. Allen and you ask for ‘all the facts which .
we ought to possess

in order that we may be guided to right decisions in regard to the

occupation of fields’. In response to that request I shall write freely.

I sincerely hope that the Board will not send Dr. Allen to Seoul

for now that we have such harmony and our work in condition for

realizing success I do not wish to see the harmony disturbed and I

feel sure that his coming would bring about the spirit of strife &

division which has been so happily overcome. Dr. Allen has been

engaged in politics and of course has political enemies. If he comes

here we immediately subject ourselves to the enmity of those who

are very bitter toward him and 1 know not how much our position

here would be affected. Seoul is a political whirlpool and we cannot

afford to be compromised in our mission work by drawing upon

ourselves political opposition. We expect opposition on spiritual

grounds but the great distinction Koreans make between us and the
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Jesuits is—that we are not mixed up with politics. Our aim must be

to lay stress upon our spiritual mission.

I was greatly disappointed that he did not remain at Fusan.

Chemulpo, in the opinion of all, is not a good point for occupation,

and preliminary work had been done at Fusan by Mr. Gale of the

Knox College Y. M. C. A. of Toronto, who has been there some ten

months.

Owing to the sickness of Dr. Heron it might seem desirable to

call Dr. Allen here in order to take the work at the hospital but

for one I shall be glad to have the hospital unoccupied for a while

in the hope that if Dr. Heron is able to resume work he will have

the opportunity to give up the hospital altogether or to give it but

a small portion of his time. I believe the hospital has done us great

service but that service being accomplished, I hope to see the Dr.

succeed, as he desires, in giving most of his strength and time to

work peculiarly our own unhampered by government restrictions.

As to New Fields—It seems to me that we can readily establish

a station at Fusan or Ping An if we have another man. It may

take six months or a year to accomplish it but the steps can be taken

at once. As I said, Mr. Gale has prepared the way at Fusan. I

believe we could get him to prepare Ihe way at Ping An. He is a

Presbyterian and in hearty sympathy with our work. He lives

according to the Korean manner except as to dress and can spend six

months very quietly at Ping An preparing the way, but whoever should

go there would have to adapt to less comfortable quarters & more

inconveniences than we have in Seoul because as yet Ping An is not

an open port. I wish we could have the assurance of the Board that

}t would favor opening a new station there if the way be opened
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Ping An is our most promising province as most of the work of

Mr. Ross & of the colporteurs has been done there.

July 25, 1890

Dr. Allen has accepted the position of Secretary to the U. S.

Legation and I understand that the Mission will be asked to take

some action with reference to it at the regular meeting next week.

I have heard that he desires to maintain his connection with the

Mission and will ask that we provide a house in Seoul. I know not

what action the Mission or the Board will advise but I most earnestly

trust that if Dr. Allen retains the political position that he will

completely sever his official connection with the Mission. The posi-

tion is not one under the Korea government and instead of helping

us with the Koreans will but cause all the official politicial actions

of the American legation to reflect for good or ill upon the Mission.

It will be a combination of politics and missionary effort in which

I feel sure the missionary work will be compromised. I do hope the

Board will insist upon his being a missionary pure and simple or

sever all official connection with the Mission. Please give us a chance

to do purely missionary work free from all outside combinations and

complications.

Of course you will make a disitinction between the four things in

this letter sent officially from the Mission and the rest which I have

written personally.

Sincerely yours in the work.

S, A. Moffett
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5. July 29, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Since writing my letter of last week we have suffered the severe

loss we were dreading. Dr. Heron passed from us Saturday morning

at 8 o’clock. We held services at the house Sunday afternoon and

the burial took place Monday afternoon at a place about 4 miles

from Seoul which we succeeded in getting the Foreign Office to set

aside as a foreign cemetery. It is a beautiful spot overlooking the

river and we now have a new interest in the land of Korea. The

first foreign grave here is that of the missionary who gave his life

to the Korean people. I wish I had the heart to write you something

of the great sorrow of the Koreans over his death, of sympathy

for Mrs. Heron and of the many, many expressions of love and

regaid for one who had been so faithful in his service. After the

severe strain of the sickness and the feeling of sorrow our bodies

are too weak and our hearts too heavy to write much.

Our thoughts turn to Mrs. Heron and her future. Of course the

Dcctor leaves her practically nothing but a little personal property.

I regret exceedingly that his effort a short time ago to obtain life

insurance failed through a mere oversight in that the physician’s

signature to the medical certificate was wanting.

We all hope that Mrs. Heron will stay here for she is prepared

to do a work among the women and in connection with the girl’s

school which no one else could do without several years of training.

Mrs. Heron has done more work among the women than anyone

else on the field and has a better knowledge of the language than

any one except one of the Methodist ladies, I feared she would go
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home but hear today that she desires to stay and finish the Doctor s

work for Korea. I presume the Mission will take some action with

reference to this at the meeting this week.

Dr. Heron’s death leaves us practically without a physician. Dr.

Allen has accepted the government appointment, but I think we can

manage until we have another physician sent us.

I do not think the change in our situation in that respect at all

affects the question spoken of in my letter of last week. In that

I wrote you very freely for I want to have a perfect undei standing

with you in all things. Of course whatever action is taken by the

Board in all the affairs of the Mission I shall work for harmony in

carrying on our work.

Very Sincerely,

S. A. Moffett

6. August 12, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I want to write you just a few lines in addition to my letters of

July. At the Mission Meeting July 31 a Committee was appointed to

take charge of and settle up the Medical accounts of Dr. Heron.

I trust they will soon be settled and a final report made to the

Board. Medical funds were used in purchasing the house which was

afterwards remodeled for me with medical funds. I hope the Board

will grant our request and sanction the expenditures made on the

house, for otherwise I do not see how we are to set up the medical

accounts.

My first six months on the Mission field have brought me many

an unanticipated experience, It seems to me there has been more than
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a fair share of irregularities and misunderstandings in the whole

history of the Mission but I trust we are not always to spend our

energy and thought in settling difficulties, explaining misunderstand-

ings and planning to avoid complications. I know we are all exceedingly

anxoius to have a clear understanding of the Board’s desires and to

work in accordance with the rules of the Board. It is in order to

avoid difficulties, to get a clear understanding of the Board’s desires

and relations to us, and that we may settle down to earnest spiritual

work, that the paper signed by us has been sent. I certainly hope

that by the time I become a voting member of the Mission we shall

be free from all political complications.

I rejoice in the news that Mr. Baird has been appointed to Korea,

and rather hope that your suggestion may eventually be carried out

and that he and I will be sent to a new station. I am planning now

for 2 or 3 months stay in another province in order to study the

language and people.

The Toronto Medical Y. M. C. A. have a physician (Dr. Hardy)

under appointment to Fusan. He is expected this fall and will work

with Mr. Gale. He & Mr. Gale are both Presbyterians and will no

doubt work in hearty sympathy with us.

Sincerely yours in the work,

S. A. Moffett

7. Sept. 15, 1890. Hpyeng Yang. To Dr. Ellinwood

Your letter advising a trip of investigation to Fusan and also

inquiring about Hpyeng Yang reached us just as I was arranging a

month’s trip in this direction for the study of the language. Am
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satisfied that what you wrote is true that a young missionary is at

great advantage in learning the language if free from fo.ei =n 1

tercourse, although I believe that here one's first 6 months ought to

be spent in Seoul, the center of Korea in everything.

The Mission, believing Hpyeng Yang to be a more important

point than Fusan, yet knowing less about it, decided to send some

one here to investigate before making a report to you. Upon my

return from here one of us may visit Fusan unless we can get from

Mr. Gale the information desired. I left Seoul Friday Aug. 29 in

company with Mr. Appenzeller, the M. E. presiding elder who was

on his annual trip to the northern cities. It is the 2nd city in popu-

lation and said to be the 2nd in commerical importance, being the

center of the Ginseng business and surrounded by a country of very

fertile farms. Here Mr. Appenzeller with his local preacher who

accompanied him met 5 men, the beginning of their work. I tried

but failed to find those whom our men had formerly seen.

Leaving Monday morning we travelled through a most beautiful

country of mountains and plains with fine looking crops of rice,

millet, buckwheat, beans, sorghum, cotton and tobacco equal to any

I have ever seen in the States. Certainly this would be a prosperous

people were it under just rule. We passed through a number of good

sized cities and villages but I looked in vain for anything like an

American farm house situated in the midst of an orchard and sur

rounded by fields. The farmers all live in the cities or villages and

you may see immense plains of growing crops with no sign of a

house. They form Charles Dudley Warner’s ideal country community,

in one point at least, that of neighborliness.

We reached Hpyeng Yang Thursday night having travelled the 550
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located on the Ta Tong river 20 miles from the sea, near enough to

be reached by the tides which make it a sea port. The approach

from Seoul is through a large plain of growing crops and the view

from the city walls in any direction shows similar plains, equally

fertile, back of which are high mountains. The city is on one side

of, and at the base of, a knoll which, back of the governor’s

residence rises to quite a height. From this point the view of rivers,

plains and mountains is grand. It is the 3rd city in population (about

50,000) and said to be 3rd in commercial importance, being the

capital of the province which is rich in minerals & timber, the

great silk producing region and with abundant crops of grains and

tobacco. It will probably become the most important port as soon as

opened.

As yet it is not open to foreign residence, although the Japanese

were here for some time this year trading and shipping produce.

They have made several attempts to get it opened as a port but have

not succeeded. At present there are no Japanese here. The cost of

property here is not higher than in Seoul but the cost of living is

said to be twice as high. At present my teacher and boy and I axe

living on about $ 1. 00 a day for all three of us. Very little has

been done here in evangelistic work. The Roman Catholics are sail

to number 3000 with a French priest living as a Korean in a small

place 70 li south of here.

The Methodists have had a local preacher here for some time and

at their meeting here on the 7th which I attended there were 18

men present. Their preacher however proving to be dishonest has

just been discharged. They also have a teacher at An Tjyou & have
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begun work in Eui Tjyou.

Our own work consists of 3 baptized men, 3 reported believers,

and several interested friends of these. They are without direction

or leadership and have no regular meetings. It is in this province

that a great part of our colporteurage work has been done and

where Mr. Ross of Moukden and his followers have labored. Here

I have been visited by men from six or seven cities. The people are

larger, hardier, more independent and have more spirit than those

in the south.

I have been here 10 days, living quietly in a Korean inn—going

on the street every day exciting considerable interest. The people

greatly dislike the Japanese and their manner towards me changes

as soon as they know I am an American and not a Japanese. A great

many have visited me in my room, many of whom have read

considerable of the Bible and some tracts while here; with many I

have talked of Christ and with others my teacher has talked, though

he is not as yet a baptized believer but quite well acquainted with

the Scripture truths.

I intend to stay here several days longer, making sure that it is

practicable for a foreigner to live here several weeks at a time, and

quietly do evangelistic work.

From here I go by boat to Chyang Yen in Western Whang Hai Do

where we have a number of believers. After staying there a week

will return to Seoul stopping a day or two at Hai Tjyou the capital

of the province and another day at Syong To, reaching Seoul after

almost a 6 weeks trip.

I am satisfied that coming here to permanently reside and open a

new station is at present out of the question, though how soon it
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will be possible is uncertain, and I am also satisfied that we ought

to occupy this point just as soon as it is possible, whether we establ-

ish a station at Fusan or not. To prepare for entering here my idea

would be to have a man reside in Seoul, but 3 times a year in

company with a native evangelist take just such a trip as I am now

taking, stopping here 3 or 4 weeks, giving instruction to believers,

meeting inquirers, developing interest and removing prejudice.

After a trip or two, if practicable a Korean house could be bought

for about $300—in a place suitable for permanent mission station

—part of it cleaned and fitted for occupancy by the missionary

while here and put in charge of a native Christian with whom the

missionary would board while here. This could also serve as a

meeting place during the whole year. On the same trips preliminary

work could be done in Syong To and Hai Tjyou and the work at

Chyang Yen receive attention. Taking 6 or 8 weeks out of every 4

months, the balance of the time spent in Seoul could be given to

evangelistic & educational work. Fusan can be entered at once but if

entering Fusan means delay in beginning work here or diminishing

the force in Seoul, I should urge that instead of entering Fusan

now, another man work the Southern provinces in the same way

until we have force enough to start the new station.

This raises the question of our force in Seoul. In your letter you

say “we ought not to put all our eggs in one basket”—but- it depends

on how many eggs you have. We certainly need not less than 5 men

in Seoul for work exclusively in Seoul & immediate neighborhood.

Seoul will always be the center of work & the most important point.

The Methodist brethren realize this and are to open 4 preaching

places there this fall and have their educational work & press work
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under headway, with 5 men and all the money they want. Of course

the Presbyterians will have to do the bulk of the translation work

& Mr. Underwood’s time will be given to that and to training a

theological class. Mr. Gifford is Treasurer and will teach in orphan-

age and do evangelistic work. Of course we need a physician. Now

if we are to do anything like the evangelistic work possible, or if

we are to give the orphanage the supervision needed to get from it

the good results which we ought to & can get or if we are to open

the school which is now lying idle we must have at least two other

ministers. These 5 with two men for work in provinces preparatory

to leading to new stations make 7 and by the time the new stations

are opened we will need at least two more so as to leave 5 men

permanently in Seoul. We have but 3 men and 1 under appointment.

Of these Mr. Underwood alone has the language. Mr. Gifford has

not been here two years and one cannot be expected to do any

independent work in the language in less than 2 years, especially

if he has as many business affairs & various complications to take

up time —as we have had during the last six months.

The Board has appointed 8 men and 5 single ladies to Korea and

expended considerable money, yet it is not the fault of the field that

three of the ladies married, one withdrew, and that Mr. Gardner

withdrew, Dr. Power was removed, and Dr. Allen retired, while

Dr. Heron was removed by death; so that now we have but 3 men,

1 single lady and Mrs. Heron. I am more than rejoiced to know of

Mr. Baird’s appointment and only hope you may send us two more

such men at once. I suppose we shall have physicians appointed to

take Dr. Heron’s and Dr. Allen’s places.

Looking ahead two years when the men that are sent now will
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have a working knowledge of the language it seems to me imperative

that 2 men should be sent at once. In two years we shall almost

without doubt have established or be ready to establish stations at

Hpyeng Yang and Fusan, requiring 4 men— 2 men of a little experi-

ence and probably 2 new men. Mr. Underwood will be going to

America for a year and as your letter indicates that Mr. Baird

and I will be sent to new station, it will leave Mr. Gifford with

very little assistance unless men are sent at once. I am perfectly

willing and ready to go to new station with Mr. Baird, especially

as it will be the fulfillment of what for years we have hoped wc

might be able to do, yet the work in Seoul ought not to be

insufficiently manned.

Perhaps I will see things differently after years of experience but

can only write as I see them now. Will write you again upon my

return to Seoul & give whatever further information I may obtain.

Hoping that the information obtained may be what you desired and

be helpful in deciding as to our work—with kindest regards, I am.

Sincerely yours

Samuel A. Moffett

8. Oct. 20, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I wrote you Sept. 15 from Hpyeng Yang stating that that point is

not yet open for permanent residence and suggested that on account

of its importance as a strategic point it should be visited several times

a year until the right of permanent residence can be secured.

I ascertained that a house of about 20 kan (a kan is a small room
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8 ft. square) in good location can be purchased for about 200, 000

small cash equal to $300 or $400 according to varying rate of

cash.

I left Ilpyeng Yang by boat in order that I might see the port

Chyel To which the Japanese have made repeated attempts to have

opened. Discovered that the city of Hpyeng Yang is farther from

the sea than the Koreans had represented, for it is 100 li (30 miles)

to Chyel Do, which is situated at the point where the Ta Tong

River enters the bay. Chyel Do is a small official village of some 25

houses where taxes are collected, built on side of a hill at the water’s

edge. 1 judge that it is a very healthful location.

From here, on account of a frail and leaky boat and heavy winds,

we went up one arm of the bay and landed, going to Anak where

we stayed over Sunday and thence overland to Chyang Yen in two

days.

We reached Anak on ' market day and the market space was

crowded with thousands of people from the whole country round

about. Every five days they have this Fair Day and it will present

splended opportunities for street preaching. From Anak we passed

through a rather sparsely settled mountainous country and through

the gold regions to a group of small villages in the Chang Yen

magistracy. Here we have what appeared to me the most promising

and successful work which has been done in Korea. In this country

neighborhood-where I stayed 8 days-we have some 15 baptized Chris-

tians who meet regularly for study of the Word. From there has

come our native Evangelist and a colporteur and our most intelligent

Christians. It is the only neighborhood in which I heard of no Roman

Catholics. Under foreign supervision this might become a small but
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influential center of Protestantism, for there we reach the middle

class of Koreans— those most free from the moral and political

corruption of the country, the class which will certainly become the

“back-bone” of new Korea.

From there a six days journey brought me back to Seoul, though

on the way I spent half a day in Hai Tjyou, the capital of Whang

Hai Do, and the prettiest & cleanest city of the country, and spent

Sunday in Syong To.

1 reached Seoul after a journey of some 500 miles having learned

something of the language, considerably more of the people, the

country and the customs, and with a more intelligent conception of

the task which is before us in seeking to evangelize this nation. 1

also proved to my own satisfaction that I can keep well and strong

for some time living almost exclusively on Korean food and in the

Korean manner. I came back and at once had to enter upon the

consideration of the many little perplexing problems of mission affairs

concerning the more important of which 1 wish now to write you.

We have fully discussed the question of new stations, have inquired

of Mr. Gale concerning Fusan and interviewed our Korean workers

from Seoul and the norhern provinces and as a result have unani-

mously agreed that we ought at once to enter Fusan and Eui Tjyou.

The Koreans agree that outside of Seoul, Ilpyeng Yang is by far

the most important point and Fusan next, but say that we cannot

enter Ilpyeng Yang now and can enter Eui Tjyou (in the province

where most seed has been sown) ;
we ought to go there next and then

enter Fusan. They say, and we think rightly, that Hpyeng Yang can

be worked from Eui Tchyou until such time as we can enter there.

Mr, Gale and Dr, Hardie expect to go to Eui Tjyou in the spring
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and want us to send a man with them. They will not organize work

but their instructions are to work with whatever church is on the

field. If we send a man with them we can reap the results of their

work and organize it. They expected to buy Korean houses and adapt

to their use W’ith but little alteration and I believe by following the

same policy we can occupy that field at little expense and at the

same time reach Koreans more effectively than by building foreign

houses.

The expense of living in Eui Tjyou will be considerably more than

in Seoul because of the distance over which all goods would have to

be transported.

As to Fusan— now that Hpyeng Yang is closed, we are a unit in

the opinion that Fusan should be opened at once, and have asked

for a physician and one minister to be sent there. The Foard evi-

dently intended sending two ministers and a physician but unless in

addition to that you will send us one man for the North we believe

only one minister should be sent to Fusan.

I should like to put in word just here with reference to myself.

If you intended to send a physician and Mr. Baird to Fusan I wish

very much I might go there also— if you will give us another man

to take my place here and a man to go North. If that is not best 1

should like to go to Eui Tchyou with Mr. Gale and Cr. Hardie if

you will send another man here. The members of the mission have

expressed their opinion that the force here should remain unchanged,

but I could do better work outside of Seoul. It is difficult to learn

the language where so much English is spoken and the social de-

mands are too numerous. In addition— without desiring to criticize what

has been done, I should like to begin work on a somewhat different
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basis. I believe we have begun wrong end foremast and planted

schools and institutions without the preliminary years of evangelistic

work which they had in China & Japan. We are not ready for

schools. There is no demand for English education and we have not

the force with which to man Korean schools.

I am now trying to solve the orphanage problem which lias come

under my care. We can get all the boys we want if we will clothe

and feed them but the question with me is—What is now the object

of the orphanage and is it accomplishing that object? It has done

good and accomplished the object for which it was established, viz. :

to help open the country for our work.

We are seeking to bring the expenses within the reduced i pp opri-

ation. Mr. Gale is superintending it for three months and then I

will take complete charge until its future is decided upon. Of this I

will write you again.

If, after arrival of re-enforcements it seems best that I should

remain in Seoul and the new arrivals go to new stations, so it must

he, tlio’ I should prefer to go to the country.

We are settling down to work though the absence of Dr. Heron is

keenly felt. Mrs. Heron has begun work among the wives of the

officials who were friends of Dr. Heron and has met a very cordial

reception. She has also begun a sewing class having a native read

to the group of women while they sew.

The Methodists have been re-enforced by the arrival of a lady phy-

sician and a lady teacher and I understand there is prospect of a

satisfactory settlement of the difficulties between them and Dr. McGill,

though the Scotch Presbyterian blood in his veins makes it difficult

fop him to work under their system,
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Most earnestly praying that we may be speedily re-enforced and

that the blessing of the Spirit may rest upon your work and ours.

Sincerely Yours

Samuel A. Moffett

P. S. Mr. Gale says a large tract of land can be purchased in

Fusan for $ 100. This is situated on a hill in a healthful location

and large enough— for two or three houses. A foreigner now living

there is building a house with Japanese carpenters— for $ 1200. The

house is perhaps a little larger and more elaborately decorated than

we would wish to build. If you will give us two men and $ 2500 we

believe we can occupy that field.

9. Nov. 17, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

If I do not stand a first class examination in the language at the

end of the first year, I think I will have a right to put in a plea

for leniency. Mr. and Mrs. Underwood have been compelled to go to

Chefoo on account of Mrs. U’s health and Mr. Gifford has been laid

up for two weeks with “La Grippe”. Consequently I have been forced

to look after hundreds of little & big things which, much as I

regretted it, have interfered with my language study.

I feel quite uneasy about Mr. and Mrs. Underwood. Dr. Scranton

says they ought by all means to go to America next spring—that

neither of them is at all well. Mr. Underwood is of that disposition

which is loth to admit that he is not strong and well but he has

had several spells of nausea and fainting and admits that he cannot

do as much hard work as he could a year or two ago.

If he goes to America in the spring I am afraid my prospects for

leaving Seoul are not very bright, but I hope Baird will not be kept
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is looking after Mr. IPs evangelistic work in his absence and is

living at and superintending the orphanage which has been placed

under my care. Together we are working to get the orphanage upon

a somewhat different basis and to bring the expenses within the

appropriation. The latter however will be impossible as four months

of this year it was run on the old plan before we knew the appro-

priation had been cut down. At the special meeting of the Mission

held just before Mr. Underwood left for China I asked that the

Board be requested to give us permission to use for orphanage a part

of the $500 appropriated for support of boys in school. The school

has not been and cannot be opened, but I think the orphanage will

gradually change its character so that it will more properly be termed

a Boys’ School and the appropriation will thus be used as was intend-

ed. We have “weeded out” the boys, sending back to their friends

a number who gave no promise of becoming good students or useful

men; have placed a Christian teacher over the boys and made the

Chinese Bible a text-book.

Mr. Gale expects to go to Eui Tjyou in December but his knowl-

edge of the language will have enabled us to get the orphanage in

such condition that we will have a more definite idea of its financial

affairs.

If Mr. Gale settles in the north we will have a splendid chance to

start a work through him if we can send one man with him. lie

knows the language well, and knows Koreans. He is a thorough

Presbyterian, but will work with whatever church is on the field.

I have written this hastily and perhaps not very accurately but with

the desire to keep you informed of the condition of this kaleidoscopic
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Sincerely yours

S. A. Moffett

field.

P. S. I have a younger brother now attending Union Seminary. If

you are ever at the seminary I wish that he could meet you. (Tho-

mas C. Moffett, at Union Seminary, New York)

10. Nov. 4, 1890. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Your letter of Sept. 9 received. I am very glad to feel assured

that the Board understands the situation here and to know that you

have taken the action you did in reference to Dr. Allen. He has and

I think will show himself friendly to our work and I hope in his

position may help in getting a new treaty which will give us liberty

to teach Christianity.

I have word from Mr. Baird that he will sail Dec. 18th. I hope

the way may be open for him to go to new station as soon as he has

had a few months experience in Seoul, long enough to know on what

basis he wants to begin work.

At Oct. Mission meeting a committee was appointed to write you

full particulars of the present condition and prospects of affairs

relating to the hospital. As soon as inquiries can be made I presume

you will hear.

I enclose “Suggestions for Outfit and Journey” for Korea Mission—

which I hope will reach you in time to be of use to the second physi-

cian you send us if not for the first. The list is approved by the

entire mission.

Very Sincerely

S. A. Moffett
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Your letter of Nov. 24 was gladly received and your recent letters

to the Mission have made us all rejoice in the prospect of re-enforce-

ments. As you will see from our request for new missionaries we

believe the time has come to be ready for a steady progress in

bringing the gospel into contact with this people and we are especially

desirous of pushing evangelistic work among men and women. In

addition to the reports sent you at this time I have but a few words

to add bearing upon the way in which my time has been occupied

this last year. I came fully determined that nothing should interfere

with my study of the language, but found such a peculiarly disturbed

condition of things here that my duty seemed to be to first of all

seek to bring about harmony of action in the mission, to bring order

out of chaos, and consequently while inwardly protesting I have felt

compelled to give considerable time to solving mission problems,

straightening financial matters, re-adjusting the orphanage, and to

the adoption of rules for the mission so as to avoid the friction which

has resulted from having no settled policy.

The existing situation has demanded some “red tape” but I believe

it will help us to harmonious action and at the same time leave us

more free to devote ourselves to the language and the people instead

of to a succession of discussions on every question which may or can

be raised.

The orphanage was practically without supervision and subject to

many abuses and I felt forced to give it attention. It is not yet in

a satisfactory condition for it is far more difficult to re-adjust a

school than it is to begin at the beginning, especially when one has



36

so little knowledge of the language and customs. The Mission has

approved the suggestion that it be converted into a Boys’ School

furnishing only partial support—and I believe it ought at once to be

turned over to the charge of one especially adapted to school work

and who will have permanent charge of the educational work.

"^ou seem to be under the impression that we have had both a

Boys’ School and an orphanage but the latter alone has been establish-

ed. The building which was erected for a school has never been so

used. It is now planned to convert it into a dwelling for the new

Doctor who can use the outbuildings for a dispensary or hospital for

which they are admirably adapted. We hope also that the new Doctor

may take up the government hospital under more favorable conditions.

Mr. and Mrs. Baird have arrived and are settled in my house

where they will probably remain for a year, as in the judgment of

the Mission they should have one year of work on the Seoul dialect

before going to Fusan. During the year land will be purchased and

arrangements made for building.

My first year having been so divided between language study and

the details & problems of Mission work I begin the second year more

free for language study. With this in view Mr. Gale and I have

arranged for a 3 or 4 months itinerary when we expect to do con-

siderable language study and evangelistic work. We will visit Syong

To and Ping An which I visited last fall and then go further north

to Eui Ju crossing into China to see how thickly the border land is

peopled with Koreans and to see the result of Mr. Ross’s work there;

thence we will return by way of Gensan.

Have just heard that Ping An (the unpronounceable name of my
fall letter— I 11 follow the English spelling hereafter) is to be opened
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to foreigners in which case I doubt not the Mission will ask for two

men to go there just as soon as the Board is able to sent them. Mr.

Gale and I will thus visit each point, except Fusan, which we hope

to see entered and upon our return will have more of the language

and be better prepared to plan for opening new stations. It is difficult

to plan very far ahead because of the numerous and sudden changes

on the field. When I wrote you last Dr. Hardie and Mr. Gale

expected to settle in Eui Ju but since then their plans have been

completely frustrated. I understand that Dr. Hardie will leave Korea

and enter the Canadian Methodist Mission in Japan and Mr. Gale

received word from his Committee that he would have to come home

next fall. This has led the latter to apply to you for appointment

as he has become thoroughly interested in the work among Koreans

and does not wish to leave it. His application has been unanimously

endorsed by the Mission and we are rejoicing in the prospect of

having him work as one of us. He is an out-and-out missionary, a

splendid student, a spiritually minded man and a most agreeable

companion in work. He has good command of the Korean language

and a hold upon the hearts of Koreans and seems to me is just the

man we want to open a new station. If appointed he will have been

on the field nearly three ’years. His teacher is one of the best instruct-

ed Christians and will make a valuable helper. He & his teacher could

be sent to Ping An, Eui Ju, and Gensan and begin’work there at very

little expense and wz would thus see without delay what we have longed

for—namely—work bzgun on a permanent basis outside of Seoul.

The Lord has dealt the Korea Mission some pretty severe blows but

now he is certainly revealing a brighter side of things. I believe

there are rich blessings in store for our work in Korea and we pray
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that the Board will be enabled to give us many new men.

I have but one thing more to mention and that is with reference

to letter writing. I have not been able to write anything for the

papers, it being rather difficult for me to do so under any circum-

stances, but have written to several Missionary Societies, Mission Boards

and Christian Endeavor Societies. With the numerous letters you have

to write you appreciate the difficulty of doing all that one wishes

in this respect. With kindest regards to all.

Sincerely yours

Samuel A. Moffett

12. February 23,1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

With this mail goes the application of Mr. Gale which the Mission

instructed Mr. Underwood & me as a Committee to forward with

the endorsement of the Mission.

Your letter of Jan. 5 to the Mission received today. It places our

school in rather a peculiar position. The appropriation is exhausted

and unless we draw on the $500 allowed for boys’ school it must

close at once. I so reported at last meeting of Mission and in the

emergency they approved an order on the treasurer although the

appropriation is exhausted. The orphanage is now a boys’ school and

in fair way to become a helpful factor in our work. The boys now

there are receiving thorough Biblical instruction and a solid foundation

in Chinese.

I believe I have given particulars in other letters and trust you

will have just such information as you desired.

I do not see how Mr. and Mrs. Underwood can help going home

this fall and hope if they do we shall have Mr. Gale to take up
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part of his work.

Very Sincerely

S. A. Moffett

P. S. Since writing the above your letter of Jan’y 7 to me has been

received. It was delayed a little on account of postage due. I think

your questions will in great part be answered by the report made at

annual meeting. I cannot give you very satisfactory accounts of the

financial affairs of the orphanage as they have not been in my hands

except for a few months.

Heretofore students were received and provided with a home for

the whole year, food, clothing, instruction, etc. The native superin-

tendent drew money as needed and so far as I could learn rendered

no account of it. This was changed in Sept, and new men employed

who render account to me & receive all funds from me, but as yet

I can give no accurate reports as to expense as only part of year

has been covered and that the most expensive time of year. Boys

are now received only on condition that they go home during summer

and furnish partial support. The building is a native one adjoining

Mr. Gifford’s house and in front of Mr. Underwood’s & my com-

pounds. It is large—all one story —and has three parts, one the super-

intendent’s quarters, one containing kitchen, dining room and boys

sleeping rooms, and one the Chinese school, the latter a separate

building. It is admirably adapted for use as a native school of any

kind, high or low, and is valuable property to the mission.

I am not a draughtsman but will ask Mr. Gale to prepare a pen

and ink sketch of the city such as you desire if he can find time for

it before leaving for the trip to the country.

I am more than busy today and this is written very hastily but I
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trust will help to throw light upon the question. We ought to have

$300 of the $500 for running the school the three months of Feb.

Mar. and April.

Very Sincerely Yours

S. A. Moffett

13. February 24, 1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

At my request Mr. Gale very hastily prepared the rough sketch of

Seoul which will give you some idea of the location of Mission pro-

perty. He promises a more accurate one upon his return from the

country.

I am not able to give you an estimate of the value of the different

properties because of insufficient knowledge but trust upon conference

we shall be able to send you a correct estimate ere long. The

property has not cost the Mission nearly as much as its present

value—the Boys’ School for instance worth some $ 2, 000 having cost

only $450.

I can only give you an idea of value of some of the property as

1 have learned their cost.

Mr. Gifford’s House & Lot (Gold value) $3000

Boys School 2000

“Lower School” 4000

Property adjoining English Legation 800

Mr. Moffett’s House & Lot (occupied by Mr. Baird) 1000

This is just a rough estimate.

Mr. Baird & Mr. Underwood have just started for Fusan. Hope

to write you from Eui Ju.

Sincerely

S. A. Moffett
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14. March 25, 1891. Eui Ju, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

Before mentioning the important business which causes me to write

this letter now, I will give you a brief report of our trip to this

place.

Mr. Gale and I with Mr. Saw, our native evangelist, left Seoul

Feb’y 25 for a tramp to North Korea. We took 2 horses to carry

our blankets, books, etc.
,
but concluded to make the journey on

foot as we wanted to be free to stop anywhere without having the

expense of paying for so many horses. We have come 1060 li (350

miles) and have preached the gospel in city, town & village all

along the way. Our evangelist is a thorough Christian & a man who

commands respect & attention everywhere. He preaches & teaches

the plain truths of the gospel from an experience of 15 years, being

one of those who came to us through Mr. Ross of Moukden,

We stayed in Ping Yang five days having service there on Sunday.

The Mission had given me authority to purchase a house there under

the $400 appropriation of the Board, but as we have not yet a

reliable man to put in charge the purchase was not made. 1 was

again impressed with the desirability of having a Christian worker

there and have some hopes that one of the two professing Christians

there will develop into a trustworthy man. We found several inquir-

ers there, but the people are as yet very suspicious of foreigners

and afraid of Christian books. We reached this city of Eui Ju on the

border of China on March 20, having enjoyed the walk, kept in

good health and as I believe had a very successful trip so far as

evangelistic work is concerned.

It is in reference to this place that I wish to write. Mr. Under-
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wood has always laid great emphasis upon the importance of opening-

a station here and I now understand why. We have been most

delightfully surprised at the condition of things here. We find a

body of from 20 to 30 Christians, many of them at work and freely

talking of the gospel. On Sunday there were 30 present at service

and we have been having visitors morning, afternoon & night with

whom we are having Bible readings while our evangelist and the

evangelist located here have been in another room talking all day &

late into the night concerning the gospel. The people here are not

afraid of the gospel as they are so near China that they have heard

of it for 20 years. Here is the center of the work done by Mr. Ross

& he now has a colporteur here who has been distributing books

along the border. Our evangelist located here, Mr. Paik, was one

of Ross’ first converts, has been a Christian for about 17 years and

was the first man to speak to our Seoul evangelist who came from

here & who has been a Christian 15 years. Here also lives the man

who assisted Mr. Ross in his Korean translation of the New Testa-

ment. A number of the lower officials here are professing Christians

and also a number of merchants so that all classes are favorably

disposed. One of the Christians who attended the Theol. Class in

Seoul lives 40 miles from here and reports a class of 10 men whom

he has been teaching and who desire baptism.

The Methodists also have a colporteur here and have a native house

for the center of their work & in this the missionaries stay while

here. When I saw Ping Yang last year I thought we ought to be

gin work here at once and I still think so but I have not the slightest

hesitation in saying that this is a far more urgent case and that I

should be willing to see Ping Yang wait several years rather than
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Mr. Gale and I have made inquiries concerning a house here and

find a splendid large house, or rather two houses connected, in cen-

ter of a field large enough to ensure sunlight & fresh air. This

place can be bought for from $400 to $500 and I hope if the

mission approves that soon after we return to Seoul about June 1st

the Board will give us permission to buy here instead of or in

addition to Ping Yang.

Then if the way be clear and the Board appoints Mr. Gale as a

member of the mission, it seems to me he is just the man to come

here, occupy this house, and then the station is opened. Mr. Gale

speaks the language freely, has lived in Korean houses & on Korean

food most of the 2 \ years he has been here and has won the hearts

of the Koreans.

From here we expect to go to Moukden to see Mr. Ross concerning

his work along the border of Korea, after which we hope to visit

those towns in which it is reported there are a number of Christians

& inquirers. This borderland has as yet not been visited by a foreign-

er and no one certainly knows just how densely it is populated by

Koreans.

I write of Eui ju now hoping that you will give permission to buy

a house here—if the mission approves—and that we may hear from

you soon after our return to Seoul.

The seed which has been sown here has been sown principally by

Presbyterians and we ought to reap this harvest which is now ready.

Whoever first sends a foreigner here will of course naturally give

instruction to these Christians.

This has been written hurriedly and in the midst of the confusion
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of the talk of a lot of Koreans but I think my point is plain.

Yours Sincerely,

Samuel. A. Moffett

15. May 21, 1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I am again in Seoul after a most enjoyable and profitable three

months trip to the North and desire to give you a brief account of

the journey. I wrote you from Eui Ju urging its importance and

requesting the permission to buy a house there. The Mission has

approved the request and I sincerely trust we may be able to get a.

foothold there, for to my mind our work there is just now more

imperatively demanding direction than the work in Seoul. We have

more baptized members there than in Seoul. There are more appli-

cants for baptism and more sincere inquirers and among them all

there is but one man who receives any financial aid from the

Mission. We took this man—the evangelist—with us on our trip and

just now I am giving him a series of Bible Readings for the instruc-

tion of the applicants there when he returns.

With the purpose of investigating the work done by Mr. Ross and

his converts in the North of Korea & in the Korean valleys across

the boundary in China we visited Moukden and from there went

directly East to Korea, journeying through one of the Korean valleys

and the North of Korea. Our visit in Moukden was one of the most

profitable parts of the trip and our talks with Mr. Ross give us an

insight into his Korean work. With the information there obtained

we started for the Korean valleys and I think have satisfactorily

settled the fact that the work can be better done from China than

from Korea as those valleys are almost unapproachable from our side.
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finding the region sparsely settled, poor, and so nearly destitute of

food that we have given it the name of Starvation Camp as we lived

on boiled oats & millet most of that time. Finding it impossible as

well as undesirable to go clear across the North we came down

through the middle of Korea to the East reaching Ham Heung, the

capital of the province, and on the way from there stopping at

Gensan, the Eastern treaty port. In this region we found what we

consider the most beautiful & most wealthy and apparently the most

prosperous region of Korea and we feel the importance of opening

work there as soon as the work already begun has proper oversight,

and the places more imperatively demanding men are supplied.

From an evangelistic point of view I think the journey a most

successful one. We were able to preach in cities, towns and villages

to hundreds of people who had never heard the gospel. We found

them ready to listen and time and again we found men eager to know

more and with the Chinese Bible and our evangelists the pure gospel

was taught to a great many. The seed was sown. I doubt not there

will be fruit. We had not an unpleasant experience on the whole trip

the people and officials being very courteous although their curiosity

was so great that we could hardly get a half hour alone.

The North is open for successful work, the people in no way being

opposed to the teaching of Christianity and in that region the Roman

Catholics have as yet little hold. As yet I know little of the South

but have the impression that the prejudice against foreigners is much

greater and the work quite difficult, although I have a number of

vistors from the South wrho are ready to listen.

The trip was a success in language study and I also came back in
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splendid health which I hope I shall not destroy by over work, al-

though there are so many opportunities to work that the temptation is

great. Am deeply sorry to find that Mr. and Mrs. Underwood left

in such poor health. His absence necessarily stops some departments

of our work but leaves our hands more than full. I know the diffi-

culty you labor under in getting suitable men for the field but I pray

the Lord of the harvest to send more laborers into this ripe corner

of his vineyard. Mr. Gifford is not strcng nor well and has nearly

broken down. Miss Doty has too much work for one person as

it confines her so closely that she is becoming mentally distressed

which is more wearing than sickness. My country trip relieved

me from the monotony and strain of attention to innumerable details

of mission affairs so that I do not share in any of the depression

here. The Mission are all agreed as to the • importance of having

another lady to share Miss Doty’s work, giving each of them

leisure for work among women outside, thus varying their work.

The work for women is very promising with Mrs. Gifford & Mrs.

Heron coming more and more into closer contact with them in their

homes

Now just a word with reference to my letters to you. I should

greatly prefer to feel free to write you pretty fully as to the way

things appear to me and of what we are doing, knowing that you

will not publish them. I was a little surprised to find an extract of

my letter in The Church at Home and Abroad
,

not that there was

anything in it which I objected to having published but it was a

hurried letter of notes not written in a style for publication.

I will send by next mail a short description of our trip for The

Church at Home and Abroad if the publication of it meets your
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approval. We are more than pleased at having Dr. & Mrs. Vinton

with us and look for successful medical work.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P. S. Please let me know if you received the letter which contained

“Suggestions for Outfit for Korea”. I understand that Dr. & Mrs.

Vinton had but very meager suggestions and I think the one I sent

was quite full.

16. July 2 , 1891. (Reed. Jul.28) Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

^ our letter of May 6th was received with pleasure and I am glad

you are satisfied with the changes in the orphanage which now gives

promise of doing real, good work. The two teachers give every

evidence of being earnest Christians and with my gradual increase in

knowledge of language and customs I am more and more able to

understand its workings and plan intelligently for it. Have been

waiting quite anxiously for word concerning appropriations for it

and we are all disappointed in not getting the Board letters directed

to Mr. Underwood which were forwarded to him at Chicago by Mrs.

Bunker.

We feel quite sure that in them was information concerning Mr.

Gale and we are placed in a most unsatisfactory position. Mr. Gale’s

Committee write to him urging him to maintain his connection with

them. In justice to them he cannot continue drawing funds from

them if he is not to continue as their missionary. He feels that he

must let them know definitely what his movements will be and as

abundant time has been allowed to hear from our Board he cannot

keep his Committee waiting. As your answer was probably in the
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letter to Mr. Underwood the Mission at the meeting June 30th author-

ized me to cable you if the next mail brings no word about Gale.

This will explain the reasons for the cablegram if it is sent.

In regard to Dr. Allen you have certainly been alarmed by false

rumors concerning his relations to us. My personal relations with

him are as cordial and pleasant as any one could ask and he is ever

ready to do all he can to help us in our work and is indeed a great

help to us in his present position. His relations with Mrs. Heron

while naturally not those of an intimate friend are perfectly pleasant

and free from all “gossip” on this side of the ocean.

Dr. Allen certainly has no grievance against the mission and our

new missionaries can see no “ripple of the old quarrels”. I think I

have never written an unkind thing of Dr. Allen personally—but I

did oppose his occupying the two positions of Missionary and Diplo-

matic Politician. He is now in the line of work in which it see rs to

me he can be most useful and I write this only in order to remove

the mis-apprehension under which I believe you have written several

letters.

Our work continues to open up on all sides bringing with it more

opposition on the part of the friends of the Christians. One of those

who recently professed faith in Christ has been beaten by his relatives

—but his adherence to the faith gives promise of good things.

Grateful to God for the advance in the contributions of the church,

we earnestly pray that this will enable you to send recruits to Korea.

The rumor that Dr. Gillespie is to visit the missibn fields is

welcome news.

Very Sincerely Yours,

S. A. Moffett
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of the Church, we earnestly pray that this will enable you
to send recruits to Korea.

The rumor* that Dr. Gillespie is to visit the mission
fields is we leone pews*

. Very Sincerely yours,
Samuel A. Moffett

17. Sept. 17, *91 (Heed. Oct. 20). Seoul, Korea; to Dr. Ellinwood.

"In a few days I shall be off for another trip to the North
as far as Eui Ju, it being my desire to spend a couple of months
in the country every spring and fall until I am able to speak
the language with some fluency. By that time or before, I hope
the Mission will see its way clear to send me to Fusan or to an
interior station south, where together with Mr. Baird I may have
oversight of country work which will take me on a trip every
spring and fall not primarily for language but for direct evan-
gelistic work and Instruction of Christians.

Before I get off I want to write you concerning the present
situation of our affairs & plans with corraents showing how they
appear to me.

First-- Concerning the cablegram about Mr. Gale’s appoint-
ment--! explained the reason for sending it In a previous letter.
Dr. Gillespie’s reply shows that one of your letters concerning
Mr. Gale was lost and I cannot avoid thinking that a letter to
Mr. Gale must have been lost for he has never received any com-
munication from the Board concerning his application.

*• er* I cabled you I tool it for fronted that you were re-
gistered and so merely cabled "Bilinwood, New York". I received
a reply 1 rom the Burau saying "Your Ellinwood undelivered address
removed t rom jo Vest jyo Street Whereabouts unknown" and so I

was compelled to cable to the Bureau again giving your 33 Fifth
Ave. address. I hope we shall not soon a^aln have an emergency
demanding the expense incident to cabling Put if we should will
be glad to know your cable address.

second-- The request of the Mission lor ^600.00 to filt up
the so-cflled Lower school Dulldlng as a residence 1 or Mr.
Gale. The oullding in Its location Is by lar the best adapted
lor direct contact with the people and with the Korean building
belonging to it can be made a center lor an unusual amount of
work of various kinds. It is situated on an elevation and has
large grounds maiclng it probably as beautiful as a place can
be inside the city walls. I had thought it well adapted for
use as a hospital and had hoped to see it so used but Dr.
Vinton declared th~ place and building absolutely out of the
question lor that purpose. It has been idle for 4 years and
if kept for a school (its original purpose) will probably

* *
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remain Idle lor 10 years rrore. Our present Boys School can
accomodate ^0 boys and will answer all purposes lor a loner

time. The experience oi tne K.E. school which when 1 came

had 60 pupils .ana now has 10 shows that ther^ Is no demand
lor an English teachlrr school which does not leed & clothe
the pupils.

A 3 lor Mr. Oa le 1 s plans — I wrote you 1 rom Eul Ju

tnat he and I had alsculied the plan of havinm him open
and occupy that point oy means of protracted stays tnere.

-ut on a mission l ie Id you can never tell whet turn ai -

lairs will take and Mr. Gale's move In the matrimonial line

necessitates a change in tne Eul Ju plan while It opens up

a plan i or xaatii lor work in Seoul which prraises very happy

results. Mr. Gale has written you coni ldent lally of his

expected marriage to Mrs. Heron and we are all unanimous
In supporting their request for the occupation of this Low-

er School building. This will not leave Mrs. Heron's
house vacant even tho Dr. Vinton's plan (mentioned fur-

ther on) Is not carried out, for the missionaries soon to

arrive will n°«?d to be provided for and If Mr. Underwood
returns In the srrln^ as Mrs. Underwood writes they expect

to, Dr. Vinton will have to be provided for.

I feel that Mr. Gale is well adopted to make mood use

of the place and I see no disadvantages connected with this

disposition of the property. Mrs. Heron's house, as you

know, is just back of and close to the Underwood house and

while I have no fear of any reversion to the old misunder-
standings of the post, the' possibility of any such will be s

still further obviated by the carrying out oi this plan,

and as Mr. Underwood and Mr. Gale's lines of work and
methods of work are somewhat diflerent, their separation
will tend rather than otherwise to elilciency and freedom
alon 0, their own lines and ideas. Mr. Gale will there have

much freer access to the people because Koreans who com**

here to the foreign settlement are Immediately placed un-

der suspicion by their friends and relatives. We greatly
need another point for work in the city and personally I

wish we could scatter out and occupy several points.

It may be that my view of this Is somewhat colored ty

the l act that Mr. Gale's establishment In Seoul will enable

me the more quickly to ask th^ Mission to send me to Pusan,

but aside i rom that the plan seems an excellent one.

Third— Keel lea 1 Work . The Government Hospital Is still

under our charge, and I believe Dr. Vinton Is now agreed

that It is best to retain It even tho Its contribution to

our work is only an Indirect one mivin^ us prestige among

the people and certain considerations from th~ officials.

However, Dr. V. is satisiied that Its work will be mainly
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that of a dispensary and he has his plans for building a

mission hospital which I believe he has communicated to you.
At the last meeting of the Mission he proposed his plans,
desiring that we request an appropriation to build a house
on a hill about 2 riles outside the South Gate near the main
road lecciln^ to the 3 southern provinces. Not willing that
the Doctor should have nls hands so full to the neglect of
the language the first year, and feeling that a full year on
the field may modify his plans - the Mission postponed con-
sideration of the plan until sprint, statins however, its ap-
proval of the main features of his plan provided'' certain
things take place and the distribution of our forces will
warrant It.

Among other things the question arises whether the Board
will giv*» us two physicians for Seoul, it being in our view
necessary to have two since we retain control of the Govern-
ment hospital. With two physicians, each could have relief
at times -- could attend the government hospital and Royal
practice, establish a Mission hospital, a house dispensary;
ana eacn ce free at times for itinerating trips without which
they will find it difficult to get the language.

The plan suggested to fry rind has ceen to ask you to
leave Dr. and Mrs. i3rown In Seoul, giving them charge of the
Government hospital a Royal practice, while Dr. Vinton goes
outside the city and carries out his plan of building an effi-
cient hospital (with funds collected outside of the Board).
This came to me when Dr. Vinton wished to give up the Govern-
ment Hospital (as he wrote to you) but since his views on that
have changed, he might be unwilling to put it in Dr. Brown's
hands. However, the near future will probably tell, but I do
not see how we are to have the government hospital and another
hospital and another hospital in which we can do direct evange-
listic work, unless we have two physicians here, pusan can
wait a short while for a physician since Dr. Haraie of Canada
is ther^ and will work in connection with Mr. Baird.

This summer has been a pretty hard one lor most of those
who stayed in Seoul, rut thanks to our trip to the mountains
we escaped sickness and have corre back well and vigorous, ready
for fdll work. Mr. Gifford is off lor a short trip south. Mr.
Baird has gone to Pusan to build, and Mr. Gale Is at work in

the Lower School building.

The Boys' School has opened for the Fall & winter term and
I am seeking for students who will provide part of their own
support. Will have a lew such this year and hope to gradually
increase the number and also the amount of support furnished
by them. Am satisfied that good work is being done in the
teaching department and hope a foundation is being laid upon
which we may build th« most efficient school In Korea.

The Sunday morning church service is growing In Interest

. (
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and the attendance Is slowly Increasing,

sinp-lnr proving a p-reat help-

the introcuction oi'

I expect to n;et off to the North in a lew days ana un-

less prevented in some way will purchase a house In hul ou,

settlnr aside part of it lor occupation by a missionary

curing his stays there, and will I lx up part ol It as a

piece of worship and center of work for the Christians there

I hope the time Is not lar oil when we shall see a church

repularly organized there.

I expect to be pone about two months returning In time

to tPke part in the work of the Vinter Theological Class

which is one of the best features of our work.

Trusting that this

of our mission affairs
kindest regards.

will trive you a partial view of some

as they appear to one of us, and with

V^rv Sincerely Yours
Samuel A. Moffett

18. Sov. 2?, 1691. Seoul; to Dr. F.lllnwood.

"After writ lnm most of the above I concluded to leave It

in such shape that you could publish it In the Church at

H & A (The Churcn at Heme and Abroad ) li you see Ht, c.nd to

ead some
-
oth“r things for you or the Board only.

I find awaiting me a half cozen letters from Mr. Uncer-

wood rlvlne me the unwelcome news of the probability ol fa ionr

delay bel ore his return and also the most vielcome new£ ° ®

, romise of six men. In his letters, however, are a number ol

statements and plans ooncerninr which 1 want to y°n

freely. 1 write now only my own views ana do not know just

what action the mission ml.mht take on tne several questions

touched upon.

I am more than rejoiced at the good news oi re-eniorce-

ments to come. We certainly need and can use all the six

men promised and we want them now altho It may be two ye^rs

before they are ilnaily settled In the permanent place ol

work. A man will be lar better fitted tc go to a
,
n*” station

and will make fewer mistakes If he can have iron o months to

2 years In Seoul taklnp country trips to learn the lansmage

and people. We need two men for Seoul and especially so

since Mr. Underwood's return may be lonm delayed. mere is

nothinr to crevent our sending t’-'o n»n at least to °PPn

Censan, the’ eastern port, and I sincerely pray that another

12 months will i lnd that place taken by us. I am dlsappolnt-

ec that the Australian PrescyWlan missionaries have

rone there but they wish to stay in Fusan, wber- t r. Davi

died. I think the previous part of this letter Indicates

that we want two men at once preparing to permanently ro in-

to Pine An Province. My own conviction is that th- city ol

?lnr An, not Ful Ju, is the place to permanently occupy
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using the houses just purchased In 3ui Ju as a temporary
residence until Ping An Is opened as a treaty port ,

wnlch
Dr. Allen tells roe will come In time. as I came through
there on rry return I iouna the American Minister and a man-
of-war there surveying the place and negotiating I'or Its
opening. However, having been twice dedeived about the
opening of Ping An I am unwilling: to say it Is to be opened
until I have definite word of it from the government. In
your letter of Dept. JV to Mr. Underwood about Dr. Gardner
(he sent the letter to me with comments) you say, ‘We haraly
know how to dispose of the two (doctors) we have to send. 1

We do not see any difficulty at all. We think ire need two
here . Dr. Vinton is getting almost no time for language
study; the hospital Keeps him tied down here, and we have no
physician lor country trips. Dr. Brown has reached rusan
and will be here in a few days. We do most earnestly hope
he will get a good hold on the language and after one year
In Seoul we can use nim here--or in Oensan or In Ping An
Province--or possibly in Pusan though the presence of the
Australians there who expect a physician will prooably render
his presence there superiluous.

However, while I believe that 6 men and more can be
most profitably disposed of as soon as they are ready for
work, we can well afford to wait a long time rather than get
the wrong kind of men. We do want m^n of thorough Integrity
of character, consecrated, tried m~n, lull of devotion as
true missionaries . We are now g harmonious band, orthodox
Presbyterians with a Calvinistlc creed (We made a mistake in
asking for Dr. McGill and all rejoice that h* Is not one of
us) ana I was glaa to see your questioning letter to Mr. U.
concerning those rejected by the M.E. Board.

Now about an eaucational man lor Seoul. I do not think
we want a secu lar man who comes out ilttea only for that
work, but ratner a minister who has had som^ experience in
that 'line or a natural liking lor it ana talent for organi-
zation. I do not remember Just what the Mission asked i or
but think we aid not say a layman. I fear 11' we get a lay-
man in charge of eaucational work we shall soon nave tnree
Departments of work to narmonize without being able to
transier the rnen irom one Kind of work to another if
matters do not run smoothly or successfully

.

We do need a man to develop our school work. I have
just spent the morning in an examination at tne Boys' school
and believe it is doing good work and can be developed into
e first class scnool cut with the North country work to look
alter* I cannot give it thorough oversight.

With the Underwoods' return indefinite, there is nothing
for me to do but to accept the situation and for the present
give up all idea of joining Mr. Baird in Pusan until our new
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rr*n come & get a hold on th*> language and then as we shPll
be i airly well manned a ror° permanent allotment of work
will naturally take place.

I hope to spend several months In Sul Ju and Pin.? An
Province next sprint and summer taking with me one of the
new men who will go with the Idea of taking hold of the
work there.

If within a y^ar we met the six men promised, a lady to
assist Miss Doty, I go not believe we snail need to ask lor
tror~ men for perhaps lour or five y^ars, except probably
two men for the South—where the population is dense and
there Is abundant room for th~ Australians and a w^ll manned
Mission of our own, each Klssion having a large province
with several million people. Trusting I have not written
you too much-- I am with kindest regards,

Very Sincerely Yours,
Samuel A. Moffett

Enclosure: News clipping.
"One of the most remarkable works of
t?race known in foreign missions is
that among the Coreans. Vi thou t hav-
ing heard or seen a missionary thou-
sands hav^ become believers in Christ.
This Is th~ irult of the circulation
of copies of the Mew Testament by a
Scottish missionary in Manchuria."

Am sorry to see the enclosed going the rounds of
the press, living false Impressions of th« condition of
things in Korea. Such statements ar*» not n^^aed to do honor
to the solendid work of the Scotch missionaries in Moukden
in behalf of Korea."

19- Dec. 16, 1 91 . Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Elllnwood.

"The mail arrived this afternoon and brought your let-
ter of Nov. ? to the Mission, and also personal letters to
Dr. Vinton and Mr. Gale which have been shown to me by them.
We certainly have some most Important questions to consider
end decide and I trust we shall be guided oy the Spirit of
God in all our plans.

The mail leaves tomorrow morning and I take time to-
night to write e few lines to you. My letter and the action
of the Mission sent soon after my return from the country
answer some of your questions. We as a Mission are certain-
ly rejoiced at the offer of Mi 1

. Underwood and have ever
since been considering the question of new stations, disposal
of our forces, etc., and I oelleve our /annual Meeting in
January when the work of the past year and the next year
will be fully considered will show that we are ready I or the

new men and can place them at once where they will be able
to make the most of their first year or two in language
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study. By all means I hope we may be able to plan so as

to let the men get a lair start on this difficult language.

Whrt good will It do us to have a cozen ministers & aoctors

who l ive years 1 rom now will be a i allure so lar as reach-

ing the Koreans in their own languege is concerned? You

speak of 1 huddling them in the Capital' but it will not be

huddling them here if they are sent off at once to the inter-

ior to arrange for permanent location there, although

their home may be in Seoul the first year. Dr. Brown ana I

have already tentatively arranged tentatively to spend lour

months of next soring and summer in Eui Ju that I may look

alter work there and that he may get th* language. If new

men arrive ty that time I hope one of them may accompany us

while others may go with Mr. Gale or Gifford to prepare lor

opening Gensan. I am glad Dr. Brown intends to get the lan-

guage and I think I voice the opinion of the Mission in say-

ing that we do not want him to be tl«d down to medical work

until ho has a gooci hold on th* language. Dr. Vinton is

giving too much time to the Govt. Hospital & Dispensary work

to the neglect of the language and if our new men do likewise

we shall be sadly crippled in a few years for lack of men who

can teach and preach to the natives. If we can have the men

and pretty generous appropriations lor a few years lor trips

to Interior I believe in two years from now we shall be

ready lor a telling work along Evangelistic lines.

You say, 'It is a question which the Mission ought to

consider, who ol' your number can be available to accompany

th* young missionaries?', and seem embarrassed by the change

in Mr. Gale's plans. May I ask if there is any objection to

sending me? I have from the first preferred to go to the

Interior - am better able to go being a single man, and tho

lacking experience, have had more experience in the Interior

than any one on the field except Mr. Gale.

It has been the Mission '

s

plan to keep Mr. Gale in *,eoui.

V.'hen we first planned for him Mr. Underwood was here. When

Mr. U. left unexpectedly and with doubt of his return for

some time we needed Mr. Gale here as the only one who spoke

the language well and as he will probably give considers e

time to translation (Mr. Underwood being absent) Seoul seemed

the place for him. He has always declared his readiness to

go anywhere the Mission said, but if Mr. U. does not return

and Mr. Gale is sent to country to whom will we commit tne

translation of the Scriptures? Shall we turn that over to

the Methodists? We, too, hoped Mr. Gale would be available

for pioneer work and had Mr. Underwood remained, doubtless

that would have been th* case. If he is to stay in Seoul,

what better place to put him & what better use to ms .e oi t.

Lower School property? For $600 it can be made a satisfactory

residence for him and Mrs. Heron, while Dr. Vinton says It

would take **2000 to fit it for medical use, and then require

another building ior a residence. If fitted up now as a
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residence ana Mr. Gal** should hereafter be sent to a new
station, our suggestion to the Mission right then be carried
out and It be used for a residence for e doctor while the
out-bul ldlners be used for dispensary.

I think your letter to Mr. Gale both surprised <r.nd hurt
him. He asked me if that meant that you regret his appoint-
ment. I cannot think so, for he gives promise of a life
eminently useful whether In Seoul or the country.

Me had a pood day last Sunday receiving 10 Into the
Church with boot Ism, and observed the sacrament of the Lore's
supper, 23 Koreans partaking— the largest number I think at
any one time.

deceived today from Mr. Baird the deeds for the property
in Busan.

With kindest regards and most earnestly praying that we
may be guided aright that all our plans and work may be over
ruled for the glory of God and the upbuilding of His Church
nere

.

sincerely Yours,
Lamuel A. Moffett

Dr. Erown and his wife have made most favorable impress-
ions. He speaks very highly of Dr. and Mrs. Gardner whom I
mentioned in my last letter. rhey were together 2 (?) years
in

20. Dec. 28, 1891 . Leoul, Kor^a . To Dr. Ellinwood.

"Your recent letters to Mr. Gale, to the Mission, and
yours of Nov. 19th to me heve taken us completely by surprise
and hav° been the occasion of much pain and regret and have
led to much earnest prayer. The Mission sends by this mail
the only action which it lee Is that it can take and now as I
write Individually I do not know vrhat to say— though I feel
that the situation demands that I do what I can to help clear
up the misunderstandings

.

My relations with the Board and Secretaries have in these
two years been the most pleasant and I have felt that between
us existed perfect confidence and mutually 1 rank relations. I
utterly xall to understand what could occasion these recent
letters which have called in question the motives and the con-
secration of th*> members of the Mission. I know that we have
not deserved this ana cannot tut feel that your letters have
conveyed more of it than is in your heart. We seem to be mis-
understood and yet know not why. I think the Mission ever
stands ready to lay before you tne reasons for its plans and
then willingly submit to the Hoard's veto of any of them, but
if you doubt that we are planning ior anything but what we
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really consider the best Interests of the work t I do not see
what we are to do.

Personally, I have the greatest confidence In Mr. Gale's
consecration and in his assertion that both ne and his wife
are ready to ?o anywhere and undertake any work that the Board
and Mission msy assign them. I do not know what has occasioned
your lack of confidence in him, but believinr it to be based
on misunderstandings I am unwilling to p-ive up my confidence in
him

.

I know that you will deeply regret that your letters have
caused us such a state of uncertainty and concern and I sincerely
pray that all misunderstandings may be cleared away and the way
opened lor full, lrank and t.-utually confident relations without
which, it seems to me, our work cannot possibly succeed. Mis-
understandings, suspicions of motives, lack of confidence on
the part of the Board, and on our part misunderstandings and a

fear that we will be judged before we have explained the con-
ditions and reasons for our actions will make almost any
missionary's life a failure. I could not help believing that
it was tnis more than overwork, ©ore than anythin? else, that
led to Dr. Heron's death. I have never known a man more tho-
roughly unselfish & more thoroughly possessing a consecrated
missionary spirit, tut irrlt* ted & worried & grieved beyond ex-
pression at the thought that his motives were questioned, his
consecration doubted & his work misunderstood. His rental con-
flicts, more severe from the fact that he was proud spirited,
wore nim out. 1 would be spared any more such rr 1 sunders tana in °-s

and so write as frankly as I do. Of course I know full well
that the Board desires above all thlnrs the welfare of the work,
peace and harmony in the mission, and knowing, as I feel that I

do, that the mission desires your confidence and that we all
stand ready to mak* any sacrifice of personal plans and f^elln^s
for the sake of Christ and this people, I plead that our communi-
cations may be not only marked by candor and frankness but car-
ried on in mutual confidence.

I have written this prayerfully and only from a sense of
duty, hoplnr that it may lead not to confidence in our Judgment
or approval of our plans but to confidence in our consecration
and motives which seems to me to lie at the basis of success in

our work. In what I have written about Dr. Heron I am liable
to be misunderstood. 1 do not mean to say that it was not
largely his own fault that he was misunderstood— but that he
was misunderstood I doubt not, and I wish to do now what I

should have done had Dr. Heron lived—work & pray for clear
understanding between the Mission and the Board. Believe me
that my heart 6k life are too deeply Interested in the success
of our cause to write anythin? in the above iron) mere personal
considerations, and now I will take up th~ questions which you
ask in your letter.

I too was 'saaly disappointed at the turn which matters
have tak-n'. I did not know that Mr. Underwood would be called
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^oir<* end a doubt cast upon his r-turn. I had no Idea that

physicians -mu Id so decided In their objection to th-

Lower School oroc^rty (Dr. Heron and I had tal:ed over the

sarre f lan with . l avor ) . Mor did I think we should have to

vr lt until the ...inter of 1892 for -rope men (th» six men pro-

mi sedmlsed sr- not yet 'huddled in Deoul* tho I have been

terrpted to think you had ther so pictured In your mind).

thlnrrs have materially altered '>ur plans or. tney neces

sarlly must 'eve don*.

Th» plan to use the Lower bchool property I'or evangelis-

tic work was but a modification of a plan which has been held

in the mission ev»r since f"r. Underwood's return from Japan

nearly two years smo. The advisability of occupying another

district In feoul has, I think, never been questioned, several

of us have lon ar lelt that this forelern settlement Is not a

plac^ Kest adopted to meet and work with Koreans, /r. Under-

wood several times held back hls definite decision to go to

another district only until property should be selected and

secured. Cur medical plans for the lower school property uU-
inm it becomes available for carrying out the other plan and

rr.y judgment has been most unequivocally driven that v;e ought at

once to have It occupied £nd work begun— a work which, to my

mind can be made a most successful one. Luch occupation oi

it by Mr. Gal 1* need not Interfere with Its use tor medical

work If at any time a doctor (with little longer experience

on th~ field) should change his opinion concerning It, nor

r^ed the work thus Inaugurated by Mr. Gale te thrown avjay

If ls Is likely, he should be cent to a station In a year

or* two, for in that case, we ou^ht at once to put another min-

ister in there . Better lar, I think, put a man there rather

than in this settlement. It Is difficult to mention all the

little things considered In reachJnp; the l Inal conclusion to

ask the Hoard to so use that property. The case was prayer-

fully considered In all Its bearings as has every questl-n con

n^cted with the heavy responsibilities thus early in our

missionary life forced upon us.

I wish to add just this that I may leave nothing undone

to avoid another der»p blow to our work — viz. that I believe

Mr. Gale to be a thorough Presbyterian, sound on every meat

doctrine which ll^s at the basis of a consecrated life - a

firm believer In the Inspiration of the Scriptures ,
the

Calvinistlc system of theology, the necessity oi the Holy

Spirit 1 s presence for success in work. He speaks the Korean

lansruage better than anyone else on the field and hls just

finishing a translation of th* Acts which bids lair to ce tne

best translation of any book yet 8:1ven us (judging 1 rom

Koreans* comments on th~ first portion). Mrom rim came a

verv gr-at deal of the Biblical Instruction which our converts

have received - both before and since hls connection uf itn our
^

Mission I believe the Lord will greatly bless and use him. in n*fc

cause in Korea and I hope no step will r.e taken towards a severance

of hls relations with the Mission, a result which would come ob a

keen disappointment.

Relieve me As ever lours Sincerely,
S*miel A. Moffett



21 . frep'y 1?, 1692 (Rac'd Men jO). Seoul, Korea, To Dr. Elllnwood

At the close of ny second v^ar and the beginning of the
yhlrd on this field I have but little to write you beyond what
you have already learned from the reports rr.ade to our Annuel
Meeting.

To me the year has been a good one for language study
as I had two Ions’ trips to the country and have had in Seoul
considerable practice in trikins, bavins daily consultation with
native a pints', while the school work has helped me

,
all instruc-

tion th^r-* having been given in the vernacular. I have tried
to keep steadily in mind that my usefulness here will depend
more upon laying a good foundation for work than upon the amount
cf work done these first few years, has* and consequently have
sought to make all work done contribute to my language study.
I want one more year at least of such work before I shall feel
that language study Is not my first work, although I trust I

shall be able to do ir.or^ and better work Doth In the school and
along evangelistic lines than last year.

This yea r the oversight of the 'sarong* in Mr. Underwood's
compound as well as the native service fall to me. The object
of the 'sarang' is to have a place for aaily inquiry and for
conversation upon and study of tne Scriptures, and by spending
from ^ to 3 hours every morning in such work I expect a great
deaj. of pleasure and profit. Mr. Underwood's absence left most
everything with loose ends with no one prepared to take them up

Just where he left them, but this year we begin in much better
condition. With the blessing of the Spirit upon our work we
have every reason to look forv/ard to this year with hope of

steady progress as I believe the truth has a real hold upon a

number of our members.

I ought also to write you something concerning property in

Seoul since Dr. Allen showed his letter to you end also in-

vited me to look over his property, noticing its condition,
situation, etc. It appears to me a good piece of property,
nicely situated for work, being near quite a large street
leading to one of the smaller city gates. It is not so v/ell

situated is the 'Lower School 1 property and is much nearer our
present location than that. Whether it would be a desirable
acquisition to us would, I think, depend upon several other
questions. As you know, Dr. Vinton wishes to build a hospital
quite far outside the South Gate. If this is done it would
seem that a minister should also be located there with him. We

sh§ll want s physician in one of th* houses here. We hope to

have th** Lower School occupied as an evangelistic point and if

another minister lor the senool is sent here we should then
have in Seoul c physicians, 5 ministers and the Girls' school
force—enou^h lor Seoul for several years unless a practically
new station were opened in the extreme northea stern section of

the city 3 miles from nere . if we should need more property



S .A. Vo ft *»tt fetters ,
l p v2 - J8

In this section Dr . Allen's will be e mood plrce to purchase,

Mr. Gifford and I have had a talk with Mr. Heard, the
U.t. K}nlster,. concernlnr the purchase of property under the
recent proclamation of the Mayor, He tells us that his under-
standing Is that at the request of the Chinese Consul the pro-
clamation was withdrawn and that he will let us know what ac-
tion th* diplomatic body tak~s after their meeting & consulta-
tion over It. Me wer** led to make Inquiry by a desire to sell
the little Korean houre occupied by our evangelist (a house
ri ve'.i tc the Mission by Mr. Underwood), and purchase another
for him. The one he now occuoles has not been repaired for
1C years and in another y^ar will require considerable expense
to repair it so that it will not fall. If we can fret 5100 cr

5150 from the Board to add to tthet weccan 'ret for the house,
$80 or 3100, we will be able to ret a better house and one
better located for work near a rain street where books can be
offered for sale and eventually a room fitted up as a street
chapel. The next meeting of the station will be asked to re-
quest such an appropriation from the Eoerd - but as I am
writing:, I mention it now.

I also enclose a sketch of the property purchased in Eul

ju - which should have accompanied my report. It is a laree

property but the fields were secured at slight cost and aflord

re0m for severs! buildings if the place is occupied as a dis-

trict station - tut the present buildings will be sufficient

if it becomes a sub-station to Pycner Yanm.

Lon^ ere this you will have h^ard our plans for new stations

and know that we are eagerly looklnm forward to the arrival o*

n^w r*n n^xt fall.

With prayers for the blessinm and guidance of th*» Spirit

of God upon th* Hoard and upon us,
Very Sincerely Jfours,
Samuel A. Moffett

22. Karch 17, 1892 (Heed. Apr. 19) Seoul, Korea. Vo &r. Elllnwood

Your two letters cf Jan. 16th and 2yth were received with

pleasur*. The three months required to r-ceiv» ar. answer to

our letters frequently finds the conditions on the I le Id rrea t iy

altered and so I sit down to write you strain somewhat alnerent-

ly from my last letters. Unwilling that you should inier that l

jump to conclusions hastily and prematurely without a v/srrant

from the situation on the field and fearing that my decided

change on tvio questions in such a short time might lead to that

inference, I wish to explain a little more fully what lea me to

> / !



write so strongly concerning the importance of keeping Mr,

Gale in beoul and of opening Eul Ju, and also why I now as
earnestly favor Mr. Gale's transfer to Gensan and th* opening
of Pyeng Yang ps our northern station.

I urged the retention of Mr. Gale in Seoul (as did our
whole Missl n) and the reasons actuating me were os fellows:
1st - (a rather delicate on** which I did not wish to mention
before but will do so now) - The necessity I felt of always
having someone in Seoul who could intelligibly converse with
Koreans ond act os interpreter in all important questions af-
fecting the mission work and the native church. Mr. Gale
could do that tut after him I was the only one who could do
so (I say this without reflection upon others and with full
consciousness of rry own deficiencies in the language - for it

is an extremely difficult language, not to be mastered in a

few years and as yet no one has made but a beginning toward a

scholarly knowledge of it). Vith Mr. Gale away, my enforced
absence in the North to look after work there would leave no
one here with sufficient facility in use of the language to
adequately meet any very difficult or important question which
tti 1 gh t arise. With Mr. Gale away and me In Seoul It would
throw upon me the burden of interpreting almost every import-
ant transaction with Koreans and I felt that less than two
years in the language was not sufficient foundation to bear
the burden of looking* alter the interests of a work left by
one who had been here 6 years. 1 need not elaborate this.

^nd - The necessity of having sone one hero lor literary
work. Mr. Gale was furthest advanced in the language and was
already associated with the M.E.'s in translation work and
did net have his hands full of school a church work, nor of
Treasurer's or medical work. This I spoke fully of before.

3rd - The great importance of opening work In the 'Lower
School" property, by far the best located place we have for
work and, under our physician's objections to it, a place a-
vailable only for evangelistic work.

At our mission meeting this week I made the motion
and advocated sending Mr. Gale to permanently occupy Gensan,
and for these reasons:

1st - Letters from the Board and from Mr. Underwood tell
us of the coming of 6 men, and 4 to 6 men from the Southern
Board. These also Indicate that yo «r view is that we should
not delay in taking possession of the principal points, oeslr-
ing to be the first to enter even tho thereby the work in Seoul
is retarded. Me accept the suggestion, and, with gratitude, lor
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lor th* men are ready to ro in end possess the land, leaving
the concentration of thought end energy upon work in Seoul
until we have occupied the stations and ere reedy to push
work in ail points simultaneously . This will be cooa policy
if in the end end Seoul is not forerotten and releerstea to
the point of beinfr a mere supply station for the Interior -

I or it should be the center cf our eaucstional 6c medical
work and will be the center of the post extensive I ield for
evangelistic work and in the ena should be given a lull corps
of workers.

2nd - The translators have finished th^ir first work
and their luture joint work will be broken Into by Kr. Appen-
zeller's return to America this summer. We also hope that
Kr. Gale pay be able to accomplish as much in Gensan as alone
In S«oul - if he has the aid of a Seoul teacher ar.d nelper.

3rd.- Kr. 0a 1* ana Krs. Heron (by the time this reaches
you, Krs. Gale) both ask*d to h* allowed to open Oensen.
Upon Kr. Gale's trip ther~ he bought a lot end reports a

foreign built house there which can be rented ana occupied
while they s^e building.

4th - Dr. Erown now agrees with th^ view I have always
held that the 'Lower School* property can be well adapted to

Medical Work and that it is a splendid location for a dis-
pensary. If the Board grant the money asked to fit it for a

residence end the new Doctor agrees with our vi*w he can go
in there at once and that (our best) point can be occupied
and work be^un there.

For these reasons I rive my voice to the present plan
and arrsatixy earnestly urge that if this meets your ap-
proval there be no delay in giving us th~ appropriation ask-
ed lor Gensan that Kr. Gale may ro up there this summer and
build tnis fall. At the sane time I must ask you to bear in

mina that you ought not to expect the same progress In cur
work in Seoul. With my hands lull of Innumerable cetails of
the Sarenr and Church and a Sabbath School, 2 nours a day
lor the School, the ceU ils of housekeeping ana the absolute
necessity of getting some time each day for language study,
the 'irons’ cannot be kept very 'hot 1 even trough they are
kept in the lire. Kr. Gifford also has his hands full of
Treasurer's work v/hich he does with greatest excellence u
care to the great satisfaction of the Mission.

II. The Northern Station. When I first wrote urging
the opening of Kui Ju it was on the mound that Kr. Gale was
a sinrle man ready to go In there quietly ana occupy it -

which he was quite anxious to ao. (Kr. Underwood was then in

Seoul). This was at the time of my first visit there sncl I
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had but little knowledge of the lan^aa^e. Every thlnm seemed

to give promise of a successful work and 1 agreed with Mr.

Underwood & Mr. Gale In thinking: It should be occupied at

once. My second visit was made with knowledge ol Mr. Gale's

change of plane and after gainlnr better use of the language

& knowledge of* the country & people. The second visit con-

firmed my Impressions of the promising outlook for work

there and of Its Importance as a field of labor and I great-

ly rejoice In the purchase of property there and the estab-

lishment of a tried evangelist In it. And if we occupy it

Itfcelieve we shall have a successful work - but this trip al-

so impressed me very greatly with the iact that In plantlnp

a station in the North we ought to first occupy Pyeng Yang,

the capital, as the important center of our Northern work,

and I believe Letter Judgment and greater wisdom will be dis-

played In taking possession of this as the strategic p&int,

and I snould greatly prefer to have our Board have its

Northern work center in Pyeng Yang. Could we nave 3 men lor

the province, as I hope we shall, one of them could take up

our Eul Ju work and look to the Southern Church to strengthen

his hands. A few facts will show you why I prefer Pyeng Yang.

Eul Ju is a city of from 20,000 to 3°> c00 people on the

borderrTf“Chlr.a ,
equally distant 500 11 (3 _li a mile) from

Moukden & New Chwang in Manchuria and Pyeng Yang In Korea.

Pelnm on the border, Its territory is Just half that of an

interior city and has a workable region including 19 cities

end their districts (many villages), containing a population

of between £ and one million people. (Population Is mainly

PHaesswork & this is my p-uess, founded on a few facts).

It was formerly a busy city with large trade & many

rich merchants tut since the opening of the treaty ports it

has teen steadily declining in population & trade, by tar

the greater part of its trade having gone to the ports.

Pyongyang - capital of province is a city of from

7C,000 to 1007000 people - the largest city north of Secul

(with possible exception of Syonr To, 160 11 1 rom. ^eoul).

It is equally distent 500 _11 from Seoul, Gensan and Eul Ju.

The rerion to be worked from there Includes 39 cities with

their districts, including An Ju, the 3rd largest city of

the orovince, and Hoang Ju, the 2nd largest city of the pro-

vince to the south of it. It also Includes our country worK

on the West coast where we have 15 enrolled members. The

population of the region is procably 2 million. It has large

business Interests and If a treaty port is opened npar it, as

is probable, it will be a most important point on account of

the* splendid coal which is Just beginning to be mined there.

The question & method of entering either one of these
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points ere vastly different from those of Oensen, a treaty

port. Whoever enters here must do so cautiously end quiet-

ly perhaps living in Korean houses lor revert 1 years end

outtlmr up with a greet many more inconveniences and lack

of luxuries then do we In Seoul. That we can enter, I have

no doubt, rut we cannot do *o until the men are here and

just how we will enter will depend very crpeatly upon circum-

stances and the conditions met In the effort. There ray be

no objection whatever,- I think there will be none - but it

may re that two or three protracted visits will be necessary,

with return trips to Leoul, t)e.tore a rran will 1'eei that he

cm consider himself salfely & permanently settled. As the

men who occupy it will have to learn the lanfruame it may not

h® best tor them to continue thrne alter the i irst visit but

take two visits with an older missionary. It will also re-

quire a considerable outlay of money and the expense of

llvinm there ’-’ill probably t* Treater than in Seoul unless

trle^ht can be satisfactorily sent by boat. It will not be

best tor a rran to take nis wife there until after the first

loner s tay and if s single man Is among those s*nt to Korea

of course we will expect Vim to fro to this province, ..e

shall not delay gettin? in there a day longer than wise pru-

dence may seem to require and we cert? inly will not j.et the

men appointed tc that field get the impression that settling

in Seoul is a possibility.

The Kethodists say they intend to push their work in

th° Korth - cut they have not the ren and if they do go in t

there is no leer of any injurious collision. They will to

ahead L we will to ahead in perfect friendship but without

Interferenee

.

I rreatly hope we shall s-e the two new doctors out

here In the early fall and that the ministers with their

wives will come as early as possible so that alter on° win-

ter lanruame study they can mo up in the early spring.

III. One other question - The request for ^350 with

wMch to purchase a horn.** & lot which, by building a sra_l

nlec^ of wall, can be thrown into my compound and become a

very much (before I had charge of tne : i rang m r.r. ”nut-
woods compound) but the price asked was -3600 so I rav^

a ft*™ nern 1 was SDoroach^d by the man who, in

doubt not whoever occupies this house (probably wnoever nes
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bss charge of the school) will want this and eventually will

want 3 other small houses which are between here L the street,

nahlni this compound extend to the street as do tnose of all

th e other houses of the Mission.

I had hoped to ret off a letter to Hr. Underwood on this

rrall but'will not be able. Shell he rind to have ycu show him

th « s to explain why I urre the occupation of Pyenp: \antr i lrst

Ho see the Importance of Eul Ju as I did when I wrote him

to try to fret men for Eul Ju. I love net tul Ju less but

Pyenm Ycn^ more.

M lth kindest regards and continued prryers, I era,

V^ry Sincerely Yours,
Spr«el A. Moffett

ray 1692 (Sec . June 4). Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Elllnwood.

"Dr Erown and I having finished the necessary out decided-

ly tedious work of auditing the Treasurer's ^ooks ana report

-xE/e-t to start off tomorrow lor aul uu. _ej.ore -.oln. I -

to -tank you very sincerely for your kind letter oi Karen 2 ana

i to adL word on the subject of the necessity of re-enlorce-

merits for our Girls' School and Woman's Work. W have Just In-

sis ted on a rest ior Miss Doty and she has rone to spend a few

weeks with Krs. Baird at Pusan, while Mbe.
er -uch

look after the school. That one person cannot loo., after suen

a school and make it efficient white preserving her health

^eerrs to ire to need no arrurrent - tut asioe i rom ^ha -

r--d sore one who can superintend and follow up work bronr y
So „ w rl: by far the rrost important but In vhlc we h •

done very little. The K.E.'s have 4, 5 or b women lor that

work and^it Is a pleasure to them to prosecute It. Had we

three "sales in connection with the girls' school they could all

crive some time to the school and some to women *s work - tut as

It
th*

is K<ss Doty is so occupied that she seldom ret:

• house more than an hour at a time.

sway from.

Mr =pird has probably informed you of th- changes In Pu-

san and* the reason why the'pres-nce of the Canadian doctor there

does not render Dr. Brown's presence unnecessary.

Dr Hsrdle Is available lr. case of sickness tut not for

r-al Mission work nor for itinerating. Hr. Kecksy after the

death cf his wife became very sick and has j>“
s
* ^wh^haie

Australia adding one more to the long l_st of t_o -

be-un work In Korea but now are not -eire. -e trust t_is

not end the work of the Victorian Cnurch in Korea, as they

are Pr-sbvterlan and Scotch they will probably try again.
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I have Just written a short note to '7.K. Jankin under
appointment oi Southern Hoard and referred him. to the letter
rent by Dr. Vinton to our Board concerning the nevr men, their
outfit and places of residence. As the three Southern men
i^ave Auk. l?th they will probstly arrive here before most of
our reenfcrcements and we can entert: In them until they fret

settled & ready for housekeeping In the house we have secured
for them.

It will be well if one of the doctors and one or more of
the ministers can come with the Southern men. ? lease ao not
hesitate to send the ren and all of them as seen as possible.
Ve shall probably be somewhat crowded this winter - especially
If Kr. Underwood begins repairs on his house then, but the
crowd In* TTill only be in order that the men ray have six
months work on the lan fiacre during the winter and be off for
the stations In the early spring.

We have remembered th«* Board* s Treasury In these last
days and hope xhs to hear that the year has closed without
debt. With kindest re marcs.

Sincerely Yours,
Sprue 1 A. Moffett

2U 9 kept. 6, 1^92 (.*ec. Oct. 2C). Ceoul, 11c rea. To Dr. Elllnwood.

I have Just arrived in Seoul after a 2 months absence
the last two weeks of which were spent in China taking breath
before beginning the fall and winter work, and ir. gaining much
advantage from contact with the missionaries and their work
in Chefoo i Teng Chow. I wish to give you a running account
of my trip ana work in Eui Ju and vicinity.

Arrived in Eui Ju the work began with every promise of
succers and great was the disappointment to Dr. Crown and rre

that he war, compelled to leave ana yet I am glad to be able
to report a most gratifying and profitable summer work.

Soon after Dr. ?. left I started off lor a trip to a

number of villages wher* young kirn had h^on taaXaics at work
that I might see what he hao done and that I rrl^ht gather
material for a summer theological class in Eui Ju. I was
well pleased ’1th Elm. *s work and during the five days I spent
in the center of the region he had been canvassing I met and
taught a meat many inquirers from surrounding villages - many
coming in 2C anc 30 _11 to see me and talk about the gospel,
fflf those in this region who applied last year for baptism I

found that some had lost all interest fearing persecution,
while others seemed t.o have studying and to be desirous
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of C mlOP- into the church. I ret and examined a number ol

these together with ethers -who applied for the iirst time

and from this number I baptized fo men, one a school teacher,

lhf. other a farmer, both of vihom had tf-n unaer instruction

i^rly two years. I am making it a rule to be very careful

r h bautlzinr rcen as our experience with our enrollea it.c.*.-

bers'lp-has bien far from satisfactory. Kost all of the^men

Who coi« to us have core In order to ret llnanclal help but

Lrron^ these there are sore who rise av.ove that rotive &^ter

they have been thoroughly instructed. One old men ol ?2 who

has occupied a high position as a teacher ol Goniuclanism-

5lth when I had b lens talk last year - came to me e^ainsde-

c laming himself f believer in Jesus and was most caper to

hetr^more of the gospel. I rreatly hope that another year

k'U see him ready to come into the church. The live days

suent in this village pave me a gr-eat deal of valuable infor-

mation concerning- the every day life and customs ol Korean

vi -lagers. I returned to Eui Ju through a region heretofore

unvisited tv foreigners, spending Sunday in the magistracy

of Sak Ju. 'The first visit to any place is decldely unsatis-

factory for it is hard to do anything with a great crowd ol

people Intent only on satisfying their curiosity. They show

the' greatest indifference to the gospel tho I hav» in mind one

old man who seemed to get somewhat interested in what - had

said sr.d viho promised to hunt me up when h- went to tul ju.

The Koreans are easy to approach and to talk to concerning

the gospel cut a more thoroughly indifferent peop-e I think

it vfould be herd to find.

I was out 12 days and upon returning to Eui Ju settled

down to every day preaching and teecMnr in r<y house, havlncr

v constant run of visitors to whorr th» old, eld story vras

told over and over amain. Several times while out for a wc-k

I hav- h°d groups of men gather around me while I tax/-d ol

the gospel but 1 ao not think the time has come for India-

criminate public preaching in these places where we are seel.

-

Inc- an entrance. Ve held regular service on Sundays and 1

had s =t»e t crowd of boys on several Sundays to whom I ex-

plained gospel pictures. I found great reluctance on the pert

of our members there to identify themselves cirectly with

Christianity. I was able in these 3 months in Eui Ju to ret

a pr-tty good idea of the condition ol our work. I think wit

out question that most of the men who have been baptized there

wer- seeking mere temporal main anc that 4 of the 30 or more

have no Interest whatever in th» gospel. I should say that

not more than 10 give evidence of being Christian anu some oi

these have little courage to endure ridicule.

I find very great encouragement, however, In being able

to report five or six men who seem to have a reax hold on tee

truth and are rejoicing in it, and great encouragement 1 rom

the fact that great numbers of th- people have learned what

th- sospel is - many are quietly searching the Scriptures *nd
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t>*r? is an evident ccnwiction on the pe^t of many that this

Is the truth . I h-era of quite e number • 8d riven up the

worship of evil spirits and I f~*l t^rt a t deal has teen

done towards petting the peoi le to think about and talk over

t>i c new doctrine. Good se^ci was sown in the rinds of a

rreat many children and soT.e of ther will yet oe preachers

of the Word. I enrolled several applicants for baptism one

-.rhcrr t^lves me ^reat Joy because of his perfect willingness

to let it be known that he is a Christian. He is a constant

attendant upon the Bible Class and the Sunday service; told

rc* he had riven up the worship of evil spirits and that every

nirht he assembled nis household to near him read lrom the

rospels or other Christian books. He charred ne to tell the

people in Seoul that ne had become a Christian. I look upon

the sumrer Eifcie Class as the rest profitable part of my

wc.rk and the one vrhich will have the greatest effect in pre-

paring for a harvest. A class of 12 men I rorn 6 towns and

vil lares were with me lor 15 days and they were taken thro

a course of instruction on the rain doctrines of ~crlpture.

They spent two hours each day with re and in the afternoon

went over the same Bible Headings with Kr. F? Ik ,aho more lul-

ly explained to them what I had taurht in the nominee.

One of the attendants upen the class was an old ran of

77 Who came In 15 0 11 in order to learn more fully of that

vrhich he had heara in the country.

The last two weeks cf my stiy Or. Vinton was with me

end in that time he tree tea ever ^50 patients and cid a

s;reet aeal to open up more homes to re and to grain the good

will of many who had not before core under my influence.

I cannot SDeak too highly of the advantages of coupling- the

Hedical and Evangelistic work, where the former is rode a

m^ans tt the latter and not an end in Itself. I am srlaa to

bear witness to the fact that both our doctors have this

view of their work.

I write hopefully of our work in Eui Ju and yet my three

months the and the trip to the surrounding- country makes me

-v*n "ore decidedly of the opinion that Pyen* Yanm is the

plfce where ve should plant our station.

The reasons ^iven in previous letters s°em even stronger

than ever. Eui Ju is steadily declining commercially and in

population and I was surprised to find the rerion through

which I travelled not mere thickly populated. ?y+ne fang; has

by far a more populous and a mere fertily tributary rerion

end is the city of the province - the strt te^ic point of the

North. Eui Ju can and should be worked from Py^n^ xanm ^nu we

oumht to have three men for that province one cf whom coulci

^ive so^cia 1 attention to Eui Ju ano vicinity.
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The only points In iavor of irolnr into Eui Ju as our

station ere that we have work berun there and that there is

no difficulty about ^oin^ in, for everyone took it lor srvent-

-g while I was there that I expected to build a house ^
live there perconently and no one even surrasted any objection.

Pow^v^r , I have no question of our ability to ret into

P r(y ver a- t *o -e Trust needs work cautiously end win our way

r we hove done in Eui Ju . We cannot ro in at once and build

afcr-i-m house - tho possibly -nth a doctor w could do that.

Ve cannot pto in with a Tan who has no tact or '-’ho has not sa. -

f ici^nt knowl^dre of the lanwew to kno*** what is p-cinr on e-

bout hlir. °£ucc-ssful entrance into Pyenm Yens- depends -rore in

rv Judmrr.-nt upon th» men than upon anythin* else ana we cannot

verv w-11 rav-* a selectlcn until our new ren arrive have

had a re- rronths with us. hot -very nan has tact enough to

,,'rt slonr with the Koreans and win their rood will. -°b »v«ry

man has the health and constitution to <^o into tne ino-rior ana

liv- several months in a native house upon canned goods and

n ,ch native food as ha can ret and we may have dlfi iculty in

ms respect. I have made dilirent search for a suitable house

but H is hard to find in the city and as we cannot build at

once ‘we shall have to live in a small place in an unhealthy lo-

ration and I doubt the advisability oi having any one iran

longer tear, three rronths at a time until he has become acolima-

ted

.

Arain, caution is needea because we have no treaty right

to live there and we must simply main the gooa will of the

n-oole end win the right to stay. A uoctoi wIj. 1 be
1

K

valuable and I hooe we ore to have one. My plan at present K
to cr0 UD there Just before the winter with one ol the new men,

,_nd if me inquiries for a house now being made enable us to do

to to u ahouse as temporary quarters. In the spring go up

end with the other fco on to Eui Ju and c.1 ter ^ ^
turn to Pyeng Yar.pr for another stay. I believe we coula tnen

mo m m the fall without BHpssifcisji obstruction ana stay all

winter . However, we cannot know until we try for there is a

vast difference bet-een opening a Btet ^
the treaty ports, and opening o sta.lon i _ •

firct time. We can do it and we intend to do it but the

and‘ means will depend upon circumstances as they arise.

I und-rstp.nd the Methodists have asked for a doctor lor

Pyeng Yane I hope we shall met In there first as we have in

every other station.

are n*o c
’ t easrerly awaiting the new rr.en and sor.ewhat

Iwftlnl-Ssi- ne-s that you t,v. found to. too ue„

doctors . '.'1th kindest retards,
slno„. ly Iour8 .

Eamuel A. Moffett

< i
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25, :iov, y, lgy^ . beoul, Korea. To Dr. Elllnwcod.

l est sincerely do I wish that you ana the Board could know

from personal observation and from a prolonged stay on the fl*ld

the exact condition of thlnrs in your Korea Fission during the

last t»*»o years - tut as that cannot be end as you cannot have

the advantage of a p*rsonal talk with each r.ember of the Fission

you are forced to draw your conclusions from the communications

received 1 mm the misslonerl*s and 1 row views riven by others

lrorr. whom ycu ray receive information. Hop i nr that I may add

cone light and rive sore assistance to you in understanding the

situation her* I set myself once mor* to the work of writing you

a full, frank end I trust very plain letter which I i*el sure

’•rill b* received as ry past letters have b**n, without ;'*lnr

misunderstood

•

n

Of course it is your letter of Sept. 20 th to Dr. Vinton

which makes me feel it rry duty to writ* this letter. I apprecl-

ate your personal letter which relieves me 1 ror any shar* in

the celticism uoon the station members for havlnr all left S*oul

at the same tire. I think I wrot* you ry reasons for returning

to Seoul from Eul Ju by way of Newchwang and Ch*foo, viz. that

1 wished to arrange for th* transfer of moods, books, etc., by

way of Newchwang instead of overland from Seoul in order to save

expense, and also that I rrimht ret the advantage of a knowledge

of the methods of school work so successful in Chef 00 and Tunr-

chov; tc help me in the r;snc.7 - ment of our boys school. Toe ^ trip

from Eui Ju to Seoul overland takes 18 cays. I sp*nt but 22

aays re turning as I did. It was not a pleasure trip cut a

business trip - altho the change of climate <1 surroundings alter

3 months of work in tne interior living mainly on native food

was a pleasure . I drew nothing this year from the appropriation

lor health crips and my 4 months absence from Seoul cost me,

pside from -what I drew lrorr itinerating lands, $160.00 silver,

1 writ* this for I do not wish to rest under the slightest

suspicion of having run off from my poBt of duty lor mere

pleasure, altho your letter does not intimate that. I certainly

see something incongruous in a missionary to Korea travelling

thro' and staying in China cut I take It that In a pioneer work

as ours is and especially as my Northern work is, some things

out of th* ordinary are to be expected. I am. not at all sur-

prised that you did not knew what to think of the action of the

station members which s*emed to abandon th* work & country I or

th* summer. I too was surpri s*d when the news reached re in

Eui Ju 1 or it was not the intention when I left for the North in

Kay that all should leave at the same time. I was net here and

cannot write you concerning the situation th*n. Ynu will hear

from oth*rs why it so occurr*d. I knew w* would hear from you

about it ana f*lt it to be v*ry unf ortufc*- 1* that it so occurred.
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However, I wish to assure you that some of the Inferences

which you drew from the fact that all w-re away were not war-

ranted. Helirious services were not abandoned. When I lei t i

placed Mr. baw, our evangelist. In charge ol the regular Sunday

service of the church (which is under rry charge this year) and

the services were continued, as usual — Kiss Doty being present

and playing the organ as usual. The Sunday School was discon-

tinued all the time that I was away and resumed upon rry return.

During the rainy season almost all work & travel is practically

suspended so that the Koreans would not think that we had aban-

doned our work for an easy tlifce.

Mr. Of. le had Just b-en transferred to Gensan and the ser-

vice which he hod fc eo-un was necessarily discontinued. I tnlnk

you have had the idea that a great deal more work has car-

ried on in S-oul than we have ever been able to do. Until this

year we hav- had no one (since Dr. Underwood's return) in the

mission who could speak Korean with any degree of fluency. Mr.

Gale was with us Just long enough to have a regular service

barely begun when he was transferred. In the Shantung Mission

In China ne ,,T missionaries are not allowed to have the responsi-

bilities of the work of new stations, building new work, etc.,

until they bav- had five years ^^7ork on the language and the

consequent experience. 1,Te have had thrust upon us the lull wofa,

of a station after one or two years cn the field, before any of

us could be understood or understand Koreans -xcept in a limited

d- gree

.

I wish to give you a few facts upon two questions in which

you have criticized us quite severely - viz. - Extravagance, and

the lack of spiritual Ksaxth results. I shall speak freely and

fully at the risk of criticizing & reflecting upon oth-rs.

In some v;ay you have gotten the Impression that the Seoul

station has been extravagant in real -state. If there has been

any such extravagance the responsiol 11 ty lor it xles *n t 1 rfi/

with Dr. Allen, Mr. Underwood and Dr. Heron, and not with the

oresent members of the Seoul station, not one of whom was here

when the real estate was bought. During the time that tne

present members of the station have been here and have had part

in the Mission work but 2 pieces of real estate have been bought,

one of them a small house In the corner of Mr. Gifford's com-

pound which was mace into necessary coal & wood sheds. Tils cost

in silver $70.51, or ->5^14 Sold. other was an old wine shop

at the entrance to the compound occupied by Dr. Heron & Mr. r.oiiett,

which was removed that in its place might be built a gate & woe.

s^ed & a well separating the stable from the road. This cost the

Board >167.50 gold and it cost me personally S12C silver, an

amount which I paid from my own pocket in order to ret rid of this
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wine shop which was reeklnm with filth and In order to protect
our property. Cn the other hand I claim for th~ present mercters
of the station the credit for the inauguration of an economical
mang^ant & use of the Board's funds. First, to them is clue

the practice of building stone instead ef irud walls - a prac-
tice which if adopted 3 y-srs e«o would have saved the Board
hundreds of dollars, for then stones were cheap, hut ev«n at
the present bfIzs hl.crh price stcn~ walls are in the lonr run
econorical. Second, to them is due the adoption of the lol low-
ing by-lav/, viz.: "All house r-pairs involving an expense of
mere than 35oOO shall be undertaken only si

t

A r consultation
with the local members of the Mission Building Committee, and
all involving an expense of mor^ than ,.*25.00 only after the ap-
proval of the station has b~en secured." - a rule which is de-
signed to secure a more economical use of repair funds - a point
in which I from the first th/ought the station prone to an inju-
dicious use of mission funds. This was adopted last spring &
does net bear upon last year's repairs.

Third, to them is due the practice of having station over-
sight ol the way in which all funds are used, which has led to
a more careful use of funds and has led us to question some cf
the precedents estacilshed by the founders of the Mission. One
of these precedents has Just been referred to the Board for an
opinion, viz. - whether or no the Eoard expects to furnish us
with books for language study. The decided policy of Seoul
station has tovrards economy, so much so as to cause some
complaints within the mission. It takes a man nearly two years
to ret such an lnslrht into L knowledge of affairs as to warrant
Mm. In reversing the precedents established on a field and it is
net strange tMt we followed the customs L rules we found here
until such time as ww had knowledge sufficient to enable us to
Introduce what we think are better plans. Time and amain have
I rep-r^tted many of the precedents established here, net the
l^ast of which is th^ one which started the missionaries with
th«* appearance of ren of wealth - ranklne: with th^ nobility -

who should conform to all the customs followed in the foreign
diplomatic circles. I am totally out of sympathy with the de-
sire to maintain the same social life which exists in the non-
rlssioncry community. There are certain ways of uslnm money
and ways of living with which 1 have no sympathy, but ev~ry man
answers to his own master as to how he us^s his own money, and
if a rsn has money of his own outside of what he receives from
the Board he is very liable to be subject to criticism upon the
part of those who know nothing at all of his private affairs.

When it comes to the use of the Mission funds it is an en-
tirely different question and no man can follow his own ideas.
That is a Mission affair and I assure you that we have t-^en
making a steady advance towards a more econorical use of them.



I do rot think we have reached perfection y~ t In our manage-
ment of funds bat It was no easy task which v»ts given us when
we were left to run the Fission affairs with but little expe-
rience L an inadequate knowledge ox the language L customs of
the people. That the Seoul station has striven these 2 y^ars,
and is striving to use funds more & more economically I on
ready to affirm most earnestly though I do net think anything
we do will prevent some people frer criticizing us. Mas ther~
•"ver a tirr.* when people did not disparage not only missionary
work but nil Christian work? Peoole will criticise us whatever
w- do. If we play tennis we rre frivolous & worldly minded.
If we do not ploy tennis we ore hermits and neo-i^ct our health.
If a ran has money of his own or friends from whom he obtains
that which enables him to hove a nice home - he is extravarnnt
and is lavish in his use of funds. If ShKl criticisms core
from true Christians in -arnest sympathy with our work and who
know the facts we ought to be rnor^ than <rlad to hear and profit
by them - but if from these who ar<* not Christians or not in
sympathy with the real spiritual character of our work, then
we can spend half our tire In answering such and not satisfy
them

.

The second point I wish to touch upon is that concerning
the expectation of great spiritual results. Ycur letter was
the first news that I had of such a message havincr teen sent to
you through Rev. Mr. barr.pson, who called here while I was in
Eul Ju. I cannot understand how such a message as your letter
Indicates that you received could possibly have fc^en sent by
any one who believes the word of God and I think there rust
certainly have been a misunderstanding somewhere.

I quote ycur letter:- "We must not expect great spiritual
results in Korea." Why not? Are we not already retting great
spiritual results? Certainly I hav- b*en more than encouraged
with the bright prospects of our work. What are spiritual re-
sults? Statistics alone do not measure results. I baptized
but 2 men in the North this summer but that do~o net represent
the r^su It

s

. I could have baptized 50 or m^r~ I suppose and
3*lven an aopearance of great success and lar^e results now ,

but time will vindicate the wisdom of a policy which tends to
lay mood foundations for permanent work. Kr. Gifford reports
a large number of applicants for baptism in the south. Few
men there have b~~n baptized but they do not represent the
resu Its . Last year we baptized 21 people - this year we have
baptized but 7 tho* a number rror* will be baptized this fall
as v;e have s^v^rul classes who have b*-<-n under instruction for
a year or more. The condition of th- native church is, to rry

mind, better than ev~r tho th^re are many backsliders and in-
different ones among those enrolled. There has not be^n any
time in the history of this native church when such was not
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the case. '/hen I came here both elders had Just been disci-

plln^d - one excommunicated - the number of Christians reported

vas 90 or more - a large proportion of whom hove not been seen

for three years at least, and some who have never been seen

since they were baptized. Many nave never attended church since

I have been here. The condition today Is no worse - I think -

better than it then was, for we have set ourselves to the lalth-

ful instruction of the church that we mlrrht send forth real

Christians to teach the gospel which they believe.

I rejoice in the evidence of growth in grace on the

part of many of our members and look upon that as the greatest

of solritua 1 results. We have not raede the progress which would

have been made had Dr. Heron and Mr. Underwood not been removed

from the field - but with our limited knowledge of the language

we have done what we could and we have been blessed.

Are we satisfied? By no means - ana now that we ere pre-

pared for better work and have some knowledge cf the language

we have been entering upon more & more aggressive work as we

have found ourselves capable of doing so. A few years ol faith-

ful on our part will, under the blessing of God, vindicate the

wisdom of the policy of building well .the foundations even .ho

a looser policy would present © greater appearance of success,

vhat I imagine was the purport of the message sent thro Mr.

Sampson is - that such results are not to be exo-ct-d as one

would infer from th- reports circulated by Mr. doss concerning

the work In the north, and the rumors which have gained credence

it home that Korea Is on th** point of becoming a Christian na-

tion and that the Kor-ano nr* clamoring for the gospel. ~uch

resorts were circulat-d concerning Japan when I was in tne sem-

inary 5 years ago. The world knows now that such is not the

case. If North Korea presents any such condition as has -een

represented - if the Koreans ar* cxamcrl nr? for the gospel as

such, I shall praise the Lora for it - tut I cannot write you

any such reports and tell you what I believe to be the trutn.

I will hot put my youth and inexperience and knowledge oi the

work in the North against th** years & experience and knovleage

of Mr. lioss (sltho I have personally been over d. seen more oi

that work than he has) and say that he has mls-represented

things, but I clo say that I have be~r. utterly unable to Una
wh&t he represents to be there. I have met some oi those

"thousands" who are ready to become Christians, ana their idea

is that by becoming Christians (my disciples) they arc to be

feu and clothed by us all their lives and spend their time in

lazily studying the Bible.

The Korean is ready to listen to us as we preach the gos-

pel and as sure as the promises of God ore true so surely no I

look for" great spiritual results" in Korea as I am sure ao oil
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your missionaries. Ve main nothing by riving rlowin*r (if
inaccurate) reports of our work ana if accurate, true reports
of our work do not show fidelity to our work (I do not say
apparent success) then a mistake wrs rude when we were sent
to tk** field.

I am c*ltd that you wrote the letter you did and am sure
it will do us rood. The information you had and the appearance
of things Justified it - tho I do not think the facts hud they
b~*n known would have eltog^ther don*- so.

Certainly I do not think the facts are a Justification of
ycur despondent filing over the prospects in Korea and I shall
be rrere than "'lad if my letter shall help to remove it. There
ore points in which I should criticize ourselves os severely as
you have ccne and I am sure that we have as rreat e feel In g of
o isso tist action over cur failures and mistakes as you can have.
I do not think are as faithful or as consecrated as we
should be and I do feel that we need more & more to b- tilled
with the Spirit. That your letter may lead us to a searching:
of our hearts - to more prayer - to greater fidelity is my most
earnest wish end pr.yer.

I should like to write you some things connected with our
rr.eaical work - the Hospital, etc. - as my ideas on those ques-
tions differ somewhat from some ethers in the mission, tut I

have already taken considerable of my tire from other import-
ant work and have written ycu a pretty lengthy letter.

With kindest regards,
Very Sincerely Yours,
Samuel A. Moffett

W© are greatly pleased with our new men Including the Southern
Board men who have arrived L who will be hand in hand with us
in building up ore Presbyterian Church. Messrs. Moore L lee
are e^ttlinr down to earnest, faithful work in the language.
L*e has b-»-n with me - is a fine fellow, consecrated and true.
He Is oft row to Pyeng Yang for a month - his first country
trip. Ve expect Swa lien & Killer on next boat. Kiss Strong
gives e V-ry promise of proving: a treasure to our Girls* School
& women’s work.

The prospects are more than bright.
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26 . Nov. 23, 1692 . Seoul , Korea . To Dr. EliInwood.

A rainy afternoon Just before Thanksgiving Day
gives re r chance to sit down for 0 short communication to

you conc*mliw several things concerning which I wish It

were possible that I migfc t ca 1 : with you.

First - concerning c. request for an anoroprio tlon
•v ich ^o-s to you from our November meeting. I greatly
hope that you will s-e yourwway clear to allowing us the

small sum asked for in order that next Sprint we cry hav-
th- funds with which to onen up a Joint Shsp^l « dispensa-
ry In another section of the city. You cannot realize how
rruch we cr- hampered by having all our force and work In

this Foreign Settlement and I want to urge th- necessity
of cur b-i nr glv-n opportuni L 1-s to develop work in several

s-ctlons of the city. Next Spring ns soon as the Annual
Meeting decides upon or.* location & one individual work we

shall find ourselves ready for beginning Just such a work
as this soproprlr tlon will provide for. We are not quite
ready for street-preaching In C-oul and if f * Te are not pro-

vided with a house for work It seems to rre we rill lose

time in getting a hold upon sections of the city far from

us and vihlch cannot well be worked from here without a

h ou i e . It is extremely difficult to buy a satisfactory
place if we have to wait 3 or L months after deciding upon

it until we get the appropriation from th- Hoard. £y the

time ;« get the money the house ;uy be sold or th- price

&sked be increased because they know a foreigner wants it.

31 ve us the £300 end I am. sure we can get a good house
well located for beginning Just such a work as the Metho-

dists have started in 3 ° r ^ sections.

There are some v-ry serious problems coring before us

at our Annual Meeting and we shall need special guidance
that •••<* may plan wisely 6 well. For myself I shall advocate

a policy which will tend to take our work very largely away

from this Foreign Settlement where Koreans are loth to core

6c wh-re what work we hnv— Is directly in contact with ! *E.

work as they are Just across the str-et from us.

I should be more than glad to se~ the Girls School re-

moved to another s-cticn of the city - a lady physician
sent to them & a minister and his wife located in the serre

place - they to there develop the nirls School, the work
among women", and to establish a church under th- dlr-ction

of the minister who should be with then. I could give many

r-asons for urging this but will await the notion of the

Annual Meeting at which tire full reasons will fc- sent
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should such action be proposed.

The question of bringing our Medical work to bear more
directly upon Evangelistic work Is one which will occupy our
attention. I thin*: the Board has been apt to forget that
for over two y-»ars we have hf-d but one physician and that he
•met' nothing of the language. He hhd nevertheless to take
hold of the Gov't Hospital and if In his mans iremen t of It,

It Is not yet in a satisfactory condition and bears no di-
rect relation- to our Evangelistic work - it must be borne in

mine that his task was an unusually difficult one md that
he ^ad to deal with dishonest Eorean officials who care
nothing for the Hospital e:tc-pt as it rives them an opportu-
nity to "squeeze" a 11 vine* out of it.

I sincerely hope that we may retain the Hospital and
c-*t -'hat rood we can out of it hut it will demand a rr^st
deal of tact to keep things running smoothly t v ^re. I hav*-

n^ver ceased to r^rret that our Physician ’- tss not located in
the Ton Tonr Eol (Lower School) property where ’.re might have
had dispensary & hospital work roln^ on all the tir- and in

connection with It gospel work! Unless we see our way clear
to piscine" a Physician there soon I hope the Annual Meeting
will put a minister ther~ permanently and let him ro ahead
to develop work ther*.

I feel that now as we are locating new men u opening
new stations is the time for us to plan to leave but a snail
force in this Foreign Settlement where without question the

Methodists are permanently settled. ,?
e shell also be called

up6n to assist our Southern Brethren in deciding upon their
location. I think there Is little question but that they

/ ill open a station in th** South.

If they also leave a small force in oeoul they can oc-

cupy still another section of the city to advantage, or unite
with us in the development of school d college work. Cur re-

lations with them will be the closest and most pleasant,
have been greatly pleased with their character* and brotherly
spirit.

The questions as to who is to be sent to Py^ng Tang -

v;ho to take the Boys School in case I cm sent - who is to be

stationed in S»oul Y where, are also be^rlnnlne’ to press
pretty closely upon us for careful consideration. I had al-

most taken it for granted that I should be sent worth but
several of the Mission have recently <jaeB tinned the advisa-
bility of my leaving Seoul - and yet I do not well see how
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entirely nrw men *'Vthout the language are to ero In there -

go In ther- this year some way or other I feel we rnut>t.

So rush to i er^ly give you a view of some of the
things passing through our minds a claiming attention. How a
few words concerning our present work and my tale will end.

**~xt week our 'theological Class assembles and Mr.
Gifford and I are pr-v< t ing for it in confident expectation
of a rich bl^ssin^. vr- expect & large attendance and as both
of us are better qualified to teach we expect a more profitable
tlifce. Our Sunday morning cervices have be^n growing in interest
end a tt^n ••nee this fall. I have b^en able to divide the time
with our Herein evangelist, each of us nrivinp; a talk each morn-
ing. Last S inday - hi ve r« to believe that h nen were deep-
ly convicted under a sermon on Lepentance as each of them after-
wards wished to Inquire ^ore thoroughly and expressed 3 desire to

•*- cme a Christian. . Jiff 3 I ve ’ egun a regular ser-
vice for en Sunday ni^ht. Mrs. G. ’.?? s charge of it, the
preaching being comr itted to rre. I feel deeply thankful that
r y pro In th~ la* ’ *h as' to enable me to ^ e

. u 1 1 e re c V; ly understood ?nd tkvt 1 or now able to discourse to
them at length, Th~ Sunday School service Sunday afternoon has
not r,rown in attendance, tb^r** being but few Ilorean children in
the foreign -• - s ending the M.E. Su
School

.

iifi'-d for hing I 1 to
have a ore tlite to /ork up preaching services and 1 hope the
Annua x Meeting ;lli elt.Ver s*nd me to a Station or .so relieve
r. ^ oi sore of cy work t v u t 1 cat do more in the way of grappling
Lth He lndi vidu i i le iin •

. Christ.

I'he work in the ooys School is progressing and I feel sure
tbeat in It we have beys who are being given thorough instruction
preparatory to their becoming useful rren in our work, r.lrobt ail
our work in every aepartrr.ent has so far been preparatory but we
snail before another 5 years step into a second stage of our growth*

A letter from Mr. Underwood tells re he expects to reach here
in March. *> shall greet him with a royal welcome and he will soon
find his hands as full of work as ever.

Probably before I shall ba.v^ occasion to opportunity to v/rite
ycu asrain 1" ' Ivlng, ris t* ; s and !?e •» Year's will r < ve passed*
May th^y prove to l ^ joyful ones to you bringing you cheering news
from all the mission fields and the home churches.

Zincer- ly yours in His service.
So rue 1 A. Koff-tt
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27. '• ir ; —ou 1 ,
• To Or. Till nwood .

In b-mlnnlng my third annual letter to you I wish

first of ell to thank you for your kina and appreciative l~t-

ters end also. to era In assure you that you and we have every

r-'.spn to feel encouraged SBd hopeful 1:: vle-» of £KS past

year’s work In Eorea. VT- have closed our Annual K-etlns -

or* xhlch was a delight to us all chiefly because of the evi-

dent presence of the Spirit of Cod giving us the greatest

hanony 0 f action notwithstanding v-ry divergent views on

some questions as they first presented themselves.

You would be dellmht-d could you see the evident desire

on th- part of all to get at the real work which we came to

do end could you see the spirit which animate* our discussions

nrd the determination to plan only for a solid and enduring work.

•;e had hard problems to solve this year and questions which

Effect the future llv-s and vrork of most of us but they were ret

with much prayer and with a willingness to do whatev-r the -ora

p.d to Indicate through th- Klsslon was His will.

It was a responsible place In which we older ones were

Placed and — gave the questions most thorough discussion and

thought and -uoh prayer, tv.- t we might assign the new peopl®

to such places and work and place them in such relations with

the older missionaries as would promise most for th- advance-

ment of the work and at the sam- time maintain tn- excellent

£plr!t of harmony in the Klsslon.

Kessrs . Gale & Lee and ryself were th- Corr. on apportlon-

• ent of substations & work and T*’e bad th- active counsel *

coop-ration of Kr. 3alrd as we -’ere all at ry house durlrw. t .

ir^etlnce
t7
e thoroughly canvassed the situation and th« person**

si preferences f 11 and then assigned work. When the report

was submitted not an objection was raised and all stand ready

to *0 ahead with the work assigned them.

You will see from the reports

_

r ecr a no now w* regard the work
whs t

ha V'

;a s done during the

nothin? further to

re nor t exceot to speak of the proposed work for tne coming

year and to* seek to emphasize th- desirability, i snou^a al-

most say, the necessity of an endorsement of so'ie of our P^ns,

Personally, the opening and occupation of Pyengyan^ffect

me most and I shall le greatly disappointed and feel theft

he ve lost ground should the Board fail to approve ana expropri-

ate the $1000 asked for discretionary use in purchase of

V


